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MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING 

MAY 7, 2012 

 

 The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Kittelson. Members present: Paul 

Kittelson, Gary Landmark, Ben Hess, Mike Fugleberg, and Sue Fitz. Members Absent: None. Also 

present: Director of Public Works Elliot Nelson, Director of Finance Glen Pederson, City Manager Rob 

Wolfington, Building Official Mike Jacobson, City Attorney Don Wilcox, Missouri River Energy 

Services employees William Steinmetz, Todd Berg, John Goulet and Bill Radio, Swift County-Benson 

Hospital Administrator Frank Lawatsch, Swift County-Benson Hospital Board Chairman Chuck Koenigs, 

Hospital Project Manager Steve Larson, Stantec Engineer Ryan Capelle, Pauline Wrobleski and Nikki 

Larson. 

 

It was moved by Fitz, seconded by Fugleberg and carried unanimously to approve the following 

minutes on the consent agenda: 

▪ April16, 2012 City Council Meeting  

▪ April 12, 2012 Safety Committee Meeting 

▪ March 26, 2012 Swift County-Benson Hospital Meeting 

 

Wolfington reviewed a letter from the Minnesota Department of Health regarding the Sanitary 

Survey Report for the Benson Public Water Supply.  He reported that no deficiencies were identified. 

 

It was moved by Fugleberg, seconded by Hess and carried unanimously to appoint Sandy Hill to 

the Benson Area Tourism Board with a term ending 12/31/2015. 

 

Wolfington recapped the International Bio-Mass Conference he attended in Denver, Colorado last 

month. He stated next year it will be held in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  Wolfington and Mayor Kittelson 

will be attending the Missouri River Energy Services Annual Meeting May 9 & 10 in Sioux Falls, SD. 

 

 Wolfington invited Bill Radio to approach the Council. Wolfington explained that recently 

Missouri River Energy Services (MRES) became recognized by the Midwest Independent Transmission 

Operator (MISO) as an electric transmission owner. Benson is one of the MRES members that also have 

transmission capabilities. By transferring control of our transmission facilities to MRES, we would be 

eligible for a small amount of revenue until 2016.  After that we would be eligible for recovery of our 

entire transmission revenue requirement.  Current MRES members considering this agreement are Benson 

and Detroit Lakes. Radio explained the Facility AssignmentAgreement with MRES would sign over 

operational control of the City’s transmission facilities to MRES. The Revenue Sharing Agreement 

details how MRES would provide us with any revenues they receive from our transmission. The Council 

agreed to review and table this item until a future meeting. 

 

 Next Wolfington stated the City of Benson signed an agreement with MRES in 1998 for 

Operations and Maintenance of our electric utility. A renewal contract has been reviewed by City 

Attorney Wilcox. Wolfington recommended approval of the contract. It was moved by Fitz, seconded by 

Landmark and carried unanimously to approve a 6 year contract with MRES. 

 

Next Bill Radio introduced William Steinmetz as a new MRES apprentice line worker in Benson. 

 

Radio informed the Council the American Public Power Association (APPA) recognized Benson 

Line Department with a Platinum award of excellence. The APPA reviews several areas of operation. Of 

the of 2,000 public power communities in the country, 176 were designated with awards. Out of 126 

communities in Minnesota, 6 were designated award winners, 4 were MRES communities and 2 were 

Maintenance and Operations participants. 

 

Wolfington discussed Resolution 2012-09 passed at the April 18
th
, 2012 Council meeting to Raze 

and Remove a dangerous garage damaged by fire. Wilcox stated the Council needed to set a date for the 
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building to be demolished by and to give the homeowner the option to appeal the resolution. Jacobson 

stated nothing has been done to the building since the fire. Jacobson also stated the roof was failing before 

the fire, as well as the rest of the building. Pauline Wrobleski and Nikki Larson stated their insurance 

company compensated them to repair the building, which has minimal damage. The Council directed 

Jacobson to meet with Wrobleski on Wednesday, May 9, 2012 to look over the building and make an 

assessment. Wilcox stated 30 days from analyzing the structure, a date can be set to complete whatever 

work will need to be done. 

 

Swift County-Benson Hospital (SCBH) Administrator Lawatsch, Board Chairman Koenigs and 

Clinic project manager Steve Larson approached the Council with a project update on the new Clinic 

addition to the Hospital.  Also presented was a resolution to approve SCBH funding the project by issuing 

taxable and non-taxable hospital revenue bonds in the amount of $2.6 million dollars each. The City and 

County both need to approve the resolution before bonds can be issued.  

 

Councilmember Landmark offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION TO GIVE SWIFT COUNTY-BENSON HOSPITAL 

AUTHORITY TO ISSUE BONDS 

(RESOLUTION NO. 2012-10) 

 

WHEREAS, the Swift County-Benson Hospital (SCBH) intends to undertake a construction 

project, at a cost of approximately $5,217,050.00, which will include the addition of a new clinic to be 

occupied by Affiliated Community Medical Centers and other improvements to the existing hospital 

building; and, 

 

WHEREAS, SCBH intends to finance the construction project by issuing taxable hospital 

revenue bonds for the clinic construction and non-taxable hospital revenue bonds for the other 

improvements, in the amounts of approximately $2.6 million each; and, 

 

WHEREAS, SCBH has no authority to issue said bonds except with the approval of the County 

of Swift and the City of Benson; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City finds that the construction project will be of great benefit to the citizens of 

the City of Benson and that the proposed issuance of hospital revenue bonds is a proper method with 

which to finance the project. 

 

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the proposed issuance by Swift 

County-Benson Hospital of hospital revenue bonds in the amounts of approximately $2.6 million of 

taxable bonds and approximately $2.6 million of non-taxable bonds for the purpose of financing the 

planned hospital construction project is hereby approved. 

 

Member Fugleberg seconded the foregoing motion and the following vote was recorded:  AYES: 

Landmark, Fugleberg, Kittelson, Hess. NAYS: None. ABSTAIN: Fitz. Whereupon the Mayor declared 

Resolution No. 2012-10 duly passed and adopted.  

 

Mayor Kittelson reviewed an ordinance to vacate alleys south of the Swift County-Benson 

Hospital. There was discussion homeowner Beth Schlangan should be able to access her back yard from 

the parking lot which will be adjacent to her property. It was moved by Landmark, seconded by Hess and 

carried unanimously to approve the second reading of An Ordinance To Vacate Alleys No. 203.The 

following vote was recorded: AYES: Kittelson, Landmark, Fugleberg, Fitz and Hess. NAYS: None. 

Koenigs shared appreciation from SCBH for the City’s support in all of the hospital’s projects. 

 

 Next was discussion on service coverage of the caterpillar generators in the power plant. 

Currently the City has two agreements. One is a maintenance agreement which expires in February of 

2013. The other is an extended warranty agreement which expires in May of 2012. The cost of the 
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warranty on each engine will be $9,960.00 for three years and we have 5 engines. There was discussion 

on the maintenance agreement. Wolfington stated we have had good luck so far with the engines. He also 

stated the City can have the option of one of the agreements or both. It was moved by Landmark, 

seconded by Fitz and carried unanimously to approve the Extended Warranty Agreement. 

 

 Next was discussion about replacing the playground equipment at Countryside Park, which is 

mostly original from 35 years ago. Fitz stated this is the last park in town to be updated. Wolfington 

stated there will be a $7,000 discount from the manufacture per a Little Tikes In Motion Outdoors Grant. 

After discussion and review of the playground plans, it was moved by Fitz, seconded by Fugleberg and 

carried unanimously to approve the Flanagan Sales Inc. quote in the amount of $14,850.00. 

 

 Wolfington presented 2 maps to the Council, outlining possible railroad right-of-way projects. 

One area is on west highway 9 which is an old lumber yard currently owned by Glacial Plains. He would 

like to remove old buildings there. The other map is on highway 12 west, east of the old Benson Market 

site, which is also owned by Glacial Plains. He would like to turn this into a green space. He said the 

projects would be paid for by EDA funds. After discussion it was moved by Landmark, seconded by 

Fugleberg and carried unanimously to direct the City Manager to bring to the Council the cost of these 

projects. 

 

 Nelson approached the Council, introducing Ryan Cappelle with Stantec. He is the engineer 

working on the Water Treatment Project. Cappelle gave an update on the project.  Nelson presented pay 

request #9 from KHC Constructionfor the Water Treatment Plant project. It was moved by Fitz, seconded 

by Hess and carried unanimously to approve the pay request to KHC Construction in the amount of 

$152,162.00 

 

 Nelson presented the results of the concrete crushing bid opening. Bids were as follows: Central 

Specialties Inc. at $4.04 per ton, Hard Rock Screening, LLC in the amount of $3.49 per ton, Commerford 

Construction in the amount of $6.98 per ton and Kraemer Trucking & Excavating, Inc. in the amount of 

$4.15 per ton. It was moved by Hess, seconded by Fugleberg and carried unanimously to approve the bid 

from Hard Rock Screening in the amount of $3.49 per ton. 

 

 Next Nelson discussed 3 street repair projects. First was a water main break repair on 16
th
 Street 

South which will cost $5,715.75. Next was an intersection at 10
th
 Street South & Minnesota Ave. which is 

one of the oldest paved streets in town that continues to deteriorate after repairs made in the past. This 

will cost $17,392.50. Lastly is a stretch of street on Kansas Avenue between 17
th
 Street South and 19

th
 

Street South  in the amount of $68,902.25. It was moved by Hess, seconded by Fitz and carried 

unanimously to repair the three streets. 

 

 Rob stated the Senior Citizen Center runs and mostly maintains their building. In recent years 

they have lost Federal funding, making it impossible to pay their utility bill. After review Finance 

Director Pederson presented 3 options. One would be to convert their electric furnace to a high efficiency 

natural gas furnace. The next option would be for the City to pay their bill. The third would be to change 

their rate class from a demand customer to a commercial customer. After discussion, it was the consensus 

of the Council to change their rate from demand to commercial. 

 

 Landmark informed the City Council that he met with Rob Wolfington, Building Official Mike 

Jacobson, Administrative Assistant Val Alsaker and Police Chief Mike Jambor about the junk nuisance 

and abandoned vehicle ordinance. Wolfington stated our nuisance ordinance is adequate. Junk vehicles 

have been difficult. Per state statutes, towing vehicles, doing a lien search, inventorying contents of the 

vehicle and assessing costs to owners are some of the requirements involved in enforcing abandoned 

vehicles. A possible alternative is to charge penalties and fees and  have the Police enforce and write 

citations, which can progress to the court system if unpaid fines occur. Other cities have had success with 

this approach. After discussion, the Council directed Wolfingotn to bring proposed language back to the 

Council for consideration. 
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 The March 2012 budget report was reviewed. 

 

There being no other business, a motion was made by Landmark, seconded by Fitzand carried 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 7:10 p.m. 

 

 

           

        Mayor 

      

City Clerk 

  


