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January 16, 2013 

 

Glen Pederson, Finance Director/City Clerk  

City of Benson 

1410 Kansas Avenue 

Benson, MN 56215 

 

Dear Mr. Glen Pederson: 

 

On behalf of Conway, Deuth & Schmiesing, PLLP (CDS), I am pleased to submit this proposal for the 

preparation and audit of the financial statements for the City of Benson for the fiscal years ending 

December 31st, 2012, 2013 and 2014.  We appreciate the opportunity to bid these services, and your 

consideration of our firm.  

The attached proposal addresses the information you requested, including the qualifications of our firm, 

the depth and breadth of the services we will provide your City, and our commitment to meet the 

deadlines while providing the highest quality work through a process that is both efficient and effective.  

We are best qualified to perform the engagement for the City of Benson based on our core values 

which are at the foundation of our firm: exceptional quality of service, team dedication to standards, and 

integrity. 

Exceptional Quality of Service 
 Our commitment to provide quality auditing services on every engagement, 

 Our experience in providing auditing and accounting services to other cities, and 

 Our assurance that the audit process is both efficient and effective. 

Team Dedication to Standards 
 Our dedication to meet the timetable of work to be completed, 

 Our dedicated government audit team is aware and committed to meeting the organization’s 

needs and reporting deadlines, and 

 Our Partners actively participate throughout the entire audit process. 

Integrity 
 We are devoted to keeping abreast of issues your entity is facing through participation in local 

and state organizations,  

 We place an importance on continuity of staffing, and 

 We are committed to year round access including prompt responses to your questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                     
 

 

 

If you have any questions regarding the content of our proposal, please feel free to call me at  

(320) 214-2908.  We look forward to hearing from you soon.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

CONWAY, DEUTH & SCHMIESING, PLLP 

 

 

 
Darrin D. Ogdahl 

Certified Public Accountant 

Partner 
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OUR SERVICES FOR THE 

CITY OF BENSON 
 

Our services would include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 

 Performing an audit of your basic financial statements for the years ending December 31st, 2012, 

2013 and 2014, in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; Government Auditing 

Standards; and the provisions of the Federal Single Audit Act of 1996 and U.S. Office of 

Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-133, Audits of State and Local Governments, and other 

federal, state and local requirements, as applicable. 

 

 Issuing a report on the fair presentation of the financial statements and an “in-relation to” 

report on the supporting schedules in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

 

 Providing separate reports required by Government Auditing Standards, the Single Audit Act (as 

applicable) and the Minnesota Legal Compliance Audit Guide for Political Subdivisions. 

 

 Preparation of the financial statements for the City. 

 

 Presenting audit results and comments relating to your financial statements and internal controls 

to the Office of State Auditor. 

 

 Preparing and submitting the Federal Audit Clearinghouse Form, if applicable. 

 

 Providing information on upcoming GASB Statements. 

 

 Ongoing access throughout the year to answer your questions. 
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FIRM QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE 
 
Conway, Deuth & Schmiesing, PLLP is a local, multi-office firm with offices in Benson, Willmar, Morris, 

Litchfield and St. Cloud, Minnesota.  Our staff includes fourteen partners, thirty-seven staff accountants 

(a total of twenty-eight Certified Public Accountants), and ten support staff members.  Our firm 

performs examinations for over forty governmental and quasi-governmental organizations in Minnesota, 

including over twenty municipalities, and our staff has developed a great deal of expertise on these 

engagements.  

 

Our governmental audit staff consists of twelve individuals, including three partners and two managers.  

We have a dedicated government audit team that is aware and committed to meeting your 

organization’s needs and the reporting deadlines.  The proposed engagement for the City of Benson 

would be served by staff from our Benson and Willmar offices.  Our Partner, Darrin Ogdahl, CPA 

would serve on this engagement.  Additionally, a Manager as well as a quality technical reviewer, with a 

governmental background, will also be assigned to the engagement for a final quality review prior to 

issuance of the financial statements and management letter. 
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ENGAGEMENT TEAM MEMBERS 
 

Our experienced engagement team will provide you with the highest standard of excellence throughout 

your engagement.  We have an engagement partner that will actively participate throughout the entire audit 

process.  We estimate that there will be 4 individuals assigned to the engagement on a full-time basis from 

our Benson and Willmar offices.  

Supervising Partner – Darrin D. Ogdahl, CPA, 17 years of experience with a focus  

on auditing government organizations.  Darrin has been with Conway, Deuth & 

Schmiesing, PLLP since 1994.  He graduated from Southwest Minnesota State University 

with a Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting.  He received his CPA certification 

from the Minnesota State Board of Accountancy in 1997 and was promoted to 

Partner in 2008.  Darrin’s practice focuses on government auditing, non-profit and for profit auditing, as 

well as tax preparation and planning.  Darrin is current with his CPE requirements, including the 

standards for governmental auditors.  Darrin is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public 

Accountants (AICPA) and the Minnesota Society of Certified Public Accountants (MNCPA).  He is a 

member of the School District Audit Review Task Force through the Minnesota Society of Certified 

Public Accountants.  Darrin is also the Chair of our internal Accounting and Auditing Committee at 

Conway, Deuth & Schmiesing, PLLP. 

Manager – Patty K. Grube, CPA, 15 years of experience, including a Fortune 500 

Company.  Patty has been with Conway, Deuth & Schmiesing, PLLP since 1997.  She 

graduated from Southwest Minnesota State University with a B.S. degree in Accounting.  

She received her CPA certification from the Minnesota State Board of Accountancy in 

1997 and was promoted to Manager in 2010.  Patty’s practice focuses on government 

auditing, non-profit and for-profit auditing, as well as tax preparation and consulting for business and 

individuals.  Patty is current with her CPE requirements, including the standards for governmental 

auditors.  Patty is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) and the 

Minnesota Society of Certified Public Accountants (MNCPA).  Patty serves as President of the Benson 

Chamber. 
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ENGAGEMENT TEAM MEMBERS (CONT’D) 
 

Governmental Auditor – Wendy D. Martin, 6 years of auditing experience and 8 years 

of accounting.  Wendy graduated from St. Olaf College in Northfield, MN in 2002 with a 

Bachelor of Science degree in Economics with a concentration in Financial Management. 

Wendy was promoted to Senior Accountant in 2009. Wendy specializes in auditing of 

governmental and non-profit organizations including Community Action Agencies. 

Wendy is current with her CPE requirements, including the governmental standards for auditors.  

Wendy is a member of the Minnesota Society of Public Accountants (MNCPA).  She is on the City Audit 

Review and the School District Audit Review Task Forces through the Minnesota Society of Certified 

Public Accountants.  Wendy is a 2012 graduate of the Willmar Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce 

Leadership Perspectives program. 

Certified Public Accountant  – Kari C. Steinbeisser, 1 1/2 years of experience.  Kari  

has been with Conway, Deuth & Schmiesing, PLLP since 2010.  She graduated from 

St. Cloud State University with a B.S. degree in Accounting.  She received her CPA 

certification from the Minnesota State Board of Accountancy in 2011.  Kari’s practice 

focuses on government auditing.  She is current with her CPE requirements, including the standards for 

governmental auditors.  Kari is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants 

(AICPA) and the Minnesota Society of Certified Public Accountants (MNCPA).  Kari is active with the 

United Way of West Central Minnesota as a member of ADVANCE.  She is also a member of the 

Willmar Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce NeXt organization and is participating in the 2012-2013 

Leadership Perspectives program. 
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PROFESSIONAL FEE SCHEDULE  

FOR THE CITY OF BENSON 

FOR THE AUDIT OF THE 2012-2014 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

  

TOTAL ALL-INCLUSIVE MAXIMUM PRICE FOR  

FISCAL YEAR ENDING 12-31-2012  $19,850.00 

     

TOTAL ALL-INCLUSIVE MAXIMUM PRICE FOR  

FISCAL YEAR ENDING 12-31-2013  $20,675.00 

   

TOTAL ALL-INCLUSIVE MAXIMUM PRICE FOR  

FISCAL YEAR ENDING 12-31-2014  $21,550.00 

  

The above fee does not include any procedures necessary under the Single Audit Act.  A Single Audit would be 

necessary only if the City were to receive and expend more than $500,000 of Federal Funds.  The fee for the 

Single Audit Act is based on the number of programs tested and billed at our normal hourly rates, which vary 

according to the degree of experience of the personnel assigned.  The approximate cost for a Single Audit 

would be $3,250.00. 

We would be available throughout the year for any additional accounting and consulting services at your 

request.  We are a full service firm able to assist you with a wide variety of tasks. These services would be billed 

at our normal hourly rates as specified above.  Rates for accounting and consulting services vary according to 

the degree of experience of the personnel assigned.  Additional accounting services requested or required will 

be discussed with you prior to procedures performed. 

I certify that I am entitled to represent Conway, Deuth & Schmiesing, PLLP, empowered to submit this bid, 

and authorized to sign a contract with the City of Benson.  

              

        ______________________________ 
        Darrin D. Ogdahl, CPA 
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