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Travel the Benson area that once was covered by a huge glacier.
Glacial Lake Benson covered a heart-shaped area of about 1,500
square miles. Though the lake is gone, its northern shorelines are
quite evident when traveling over the area that once was covered
with water.

Our Local Parks
Nestled among the glacial hills, lakes and rivers, are many parks for
camping, hiking, fishing, boating or just enjoying. All of these parks
are located in or near the
City of Benson.

Ambush Park
Roosevelt Park
Swift Falls Park

Swift County ATV Park

Recreation
The Benson area is home to some of the finest recreational
opportunities in West Central Minnesota. Our wide variety of summer
and winter activities include something for the whole family.
• The Benson Swimming Pool is a new facility that includes diving,

lap swimming, water slide, kids play area and a picnic area
The Benson Golf Course is an 18 hole championship golf course
with a full range of practice facilities
Ball Fields & Tennis Courts
Ambush Park Mini-golf
8-lane Bowling Alley
Indoor Swimming Pool
Racquetball Center
Hockey Civic Center

Groomed snowmobile and cross country ski trails

Shopping
Among the most pleasant experiences you will have while in the
Benson area is browsing our unique shops. From antiques to gifts,
handcrafts to ethnic foods, you will enjoy the Benson hospitality.

Self Guided Tours
Within a short drive from Benson, there are several self-guided tours
that include a wide variety of interests.

Ambush Park wildlife and plant
exhibit
A birding tour to discover many
species of birds that live in the area
during the year
Antiquing tour of the many antique
shops in the area
Scenic Byway that travels through
the area to provide great views of
the landscape

Festivals and Activities
There are many annual events for the whole family which take place
in Benson every year.

The Pioneerland Band Festival,
with some of the finest marching
bands from around the state, is
held on June 14, Flag Day
Kid Day, a celebration dedicated
to kids, is a traditional event that
takes place each summer on the
third weekend in July
A craft show, with over 100 booths, is held each fall giving
attendees the opportunity to buy and sell homemade crafts

...and much more

Historical Landmarks
If it’s history you’re interested in, the Benson area has plenty to do
and see.

Ambush Park, the site where the Chippewa Indians ambushed
the Sioux in 1838 at the Chippewa River junction
The original Benson schoolhouse,
built in 1871 and preserved at
Ambush Park
The Swift County Courthouse, built
in 1898 is on the National Register
of Historic Places
St. Francis Xavier Catholic
Church, built in 1917 is also on the
National Register
The Swift County Historical
Society, established in 1929, is a great resource for historical
information as well as a great place to visit with exhibits that take
you from the 1800’s to the present

Sportsman
There are many locations for fishing, hunting, swimming and boating
in the area. You will find the hunting clubs, lakes and the Chippewa
River all provide excellent opportunities for the sports enthusiast.

Friends and Family
When coming to Benson for a vacation, reunion, recreation or just to
visit, we can provide a wide range of lodging options including
hotels, Bed & Breakfast locations and local campgrounds. Also, a
nice variety of restaurants including semi-formal, ethnic, family-style
and fast food choices are available. When coming to Benson for a
day or planning a longer stay, “Benson is a nice place to be”.

For more information on the Benson area and all it has to offer you
and your family, call us at 1-320-843-3618 or check out our website
at www.bensonareachamber.com .
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