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MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING 
NOVEMBER 17, 2008 

 
 The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Paul Kittelson. Members present: 
Sue Fitz, Anne Johnson, Bob Claussen, Gary Landmark, and Paul Kittelson. Members absent: 
None. Also present: City Manager Rob Wolfington, Public Works Director Elliot Nelson, Marc 
Vaillancourt, and Les Heen. 
 
 At 5:30 p.m., the Mayor opened the 2008 Concrete Project Assessment Public Hearing. 
There was no one in attendance for the hearing. The Council went on with other business. 
 
 Marc Vaillancourt, Southwest Initiative Foundation (SWIF), updated the Council on the 
activities SWIF has been involved with in Southwestern Minnesota. 
 
 There was no one under unscheduled business to come before the Council. 
 
 It was moved by Landmark, seconded by Fitz and carried unanimously to approve the 
following minutes on the consent agenda: 
 a.  November 10, 2008 Regular City Council Meeting 
 b.  November 3, 2008 Benson Planning Commission Meeting 
 c.  October 8, 2008 Benson HRA Meeting 
 
 The City Manager reviewed the following correspondence with the Council: 
 a.  Benson Area Chamber – It was moved by Fitz, seconded by Johnson and carried 

unanimously to approve donating a family pass for the 2009 swimming season for the 
Chamber Annual Meeting raffle. 

 b.  Countryside Public Health – It was moved by Johnson, seconded by Fitz and carried 
unanimously to approve entering into a contract with Countryside Public Health to 
conduct compliance checks of tobacco retailers for 2009. 

  
 Les Heen, Pioneer Public Television General Manager, informed the Council about the 
conversion from analog to digital broadcasting that will take place in February 2009. He gave a 
presentation on what Pioneer Public Television can offer as an alternative to cable and dish that 
is free after some set up costs. 
 
 The City Manager informed the Council that he has contacted John Houlahan, 
Pioneerland Library System (PLS) Director, informing him that Benson is interested in retaining 
the head librarian position. Mr. Houlahan informed the City Manager that PLS will take the 
City’s request to reconsider combining Benson’s head librarian position with another head 
librarian position. The City will need to respond to a number of criteria that the City needs to 
address in challenging PLS’s intent to combine Benson’s head librarian position. It was moved 
by Fitz, seconded by Claussen and carried unanimously to acknowledge receipt of the letter from 
PLS and to direct staff to work with PLS to pursue retaining the head librarian position. 
 
 Council Member Landmark offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION SETTING ASSESSMENTS FOR CURRENT SERVICES 
BY THE CITY OF BENSON, MINNESOTA FOR 2008 PAYABLE 2009 

(RESOLUTION NO. 2008-21) 
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 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Benson City Council that the following assessments for 2008 
as prepared by the City Manager are hereby approved and made a part thereof; and, 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the assessments hereinafter noted shall be submitted 
to the County Auditor on or before December 1, 2008 and placed on the tax roll for collection 
with the taxes collectable in 2009. 
 

Charges Name and Mailing 
Address 

Legal Description 
and Parcel No. 

Amount 
Due 

Remove Diseased Elm 
Tree 

Charles Huston 
312 - 16th St. So, Benson 

Lot 6, Block 3 
McKinney’s First Addn. 
23-0420-000 

$171.00 

Remove Diseased Elm 
Tree 

Stacy Schulz 
403 – 16th St. So, Benson 
 

Lot 11 & N ½ Lot 10, Blk 7 
McKinney’s First Add. 
23-0457-000 

$313.50 

Remove Diseased Elm 
Tree 

Laurie Olson 
308 – 11th St. S., Benson 

Lots 6-9, Block 4 
Railway 1st Add. 
23-0351-000 

$370.50 

Remove Diseased Elm 
Tree 

Dion Rode 
419 – 9th St. N., Benson 

Lots 1-6, Block 1 
Original Townsite 
23-0001-000 

$517.50 

Remove Diseased Elm 
Tree @ 710 – 14th St. S 

Janet Neubauer Etal 
C/O Clara Gilbertson 
P. O. Box 45, Benson 

Lot 5 & S ½ Lot 4, Block 7 
Southside Addn. 
23-0909-000 

$93.75 

Mowing Charges @  
106 – 20th St. S. 

Countrywide Home Loans 
Simi Valley, CA 93065 

Lots 7-8, Block 8 
Fairview Addn. 
23-0831-000 

$65.00 

Mowing Charges @ 
212 – 10th St. N. 

Jackie Solomon 
10201 Radar Rd. NW 
Bemidji, MN 56601 

Lots 16-17, Block 3 
Original Townsite 
23-0021-000 

$130.00 

Mowing Charges 
 

Shawna Pickett-McDavid 
1050 Nevada Ave., Benson 

Lots 11-14, Block 12 
Original Townsite 
23-0064-000 

$95.00 

Mowing Charges @ 
211 – 18th St. N. 

Joel Kalish 
420 – 90th Ave. SW 
Danvers, MN 56231 

Lots 5-6, Block 50 
Arthur Thornton Addn. 
23-0314-000 

$195.00 

Mowing & Garbage 
Removal @ 212–9th St. S 

Clint Schwitters 
5022 – 90th Ave. NE 
Spicer, MN 56288 

Lots 10-12, Block 6 
Original Townsite 
23-0029-000 

$141.00 

Garbage Removal  Bernard Drivdahl 
601 Church St., Benson 

Pt of Lots 1 & 2, Block 1 
Hansen’s Addn. 
23-0751-000 

$91.00 

Garage Demolition & 
Garbage Removal @ 
1615 Pacific Ave. 

Bernard Drivdahl 
601 Church St., Benson 

Lots 8-9, Block 44 
Morris & Payte’s Addn. 
23-0282-000 

$3,129.68 

TOTALS   $5,312.93 
 
 Council Member Claussen seconded the foregoing Resolution and the following vote was 
recorded:  AYES: Landmark, Claussen, Fitz, Johnson, Kittelson. NAYS: None. Whereupon the 
Mayor declared Resolution No. 2008-21 duly passed and adopted. 
 
 Council Member Landmark offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 
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RESOLUTION SETTING ASSESSMENTS FOR WATER AND SEWER SERVICES 
RENDERED BY THE CITY OF BENSON, MINNESOTA FOR 2008 PAYABLE 2009 

(RESOLUTION NO. 2008-22) 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Benson City Council that pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 
Chapter 444 that the assessment roll for 2008 Sewer and Water Bills as prepared by the City 
Manager is hereby approved and made a part therefore; and, 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the assessments hereinafter noted shall be submitted 
to the County Auditor on or before December 1, 2008 and placed on the tax roll for collection 
with the taxes collectable in 2009. 
 
Account Number, Name  
& Address 

Legal Description 
& Parcel No. 

 
Sewer 

 
Water 

 
Totals 

101-0132-00-00 
209 12th St. N. 
Jonathan Jaeger 

Lots 1-3, Blk 22 
Original Townsite 
23-0134-000 

$257.55 $43.36 $300.91

102-0005-00-00 
212 10th St. N 
Jackie Solomon 

Lots 16-17, Blk 3 
Original Townsite 
23-0021-000 

$89.32 $24.68 $114.00

103-0127-00-00 
720 Atlantic Avenue 
Dave Norem 

Pt of SW¼ of SE¼ of 
Sect 5 
23-1416-000 

$752.40 $360.60 $1,113.00

104-0134-00-00 
1008 13th St. N. 
Paul Johnson 

Pt of NE¼ of NW¼ of 
Sect 5 
23-1351-000 

$351.00 $12.72    $363.72

201-0055-00-13 
307 15th St. N. 
John Jensen 

Lot 4 & Pt of Lot 5, Blk 38 
Original Townsite 
23-0232-000 

$72.43 $44.86 $117.29

202-0080-00-00 
205 19th St. N. 
Benjamin Miller 

Lots 3-7, Blk 51 
Arthur Thornton Addn 
23-0321-000 

$117.00 $47.86 $164.86

302-0114-00-02 & 302-0114-00-04 
1615 Pacific Avenue 
Bernard Drivdahl 

Lots 8-9, Blk 44 
Morris & Payte’s Addn 
23-0282-000 

$111.28 $17.40 $128.68

303-0053-00-06 
1930 Kansas Avenue 
David Centellas 

Lots 22-25, Blk 3 
Fairview Addn 
23-0800-000 

$218.43 $242.25 $460.68

402-0185-00-07 
212 9th St. S 
Clint Schwitters 

Lots 10-12, Blk 6 
Original Townsite 
23-0029-000 

$164.53 $48.86 $213.39

403-0054-00-19 
1307 Minnesota Avenue 
Bernard Drivdahl 

Lot 1 & Pt of Lot 2, Blk 1 
Hansen’s Addn 
23-0751-000 

$24.47 $13.43 $37.90

TOTALS  $2,158.41 $ 856.02 $3,014.43
 
Council Member Claussen seconded the foregoing Resolution and the following vote was 

recorded:  AYES: Landmark, Claussen, Fitz, Johnson, Kittelson. NAYS: None. Whereupon the 
Mayor declared Resolution No. 2008-22 duly passed and adopted. 
 
 There was a brief review of the budget report through September 30, 2008. 
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At 6:25 p.m. the Mayor closed the 2008 Concrete Project Assessment Public Hearing. 
Council Member Fitz offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING ASSESSMENT 

FOR CONCRETE PROJECT OF 2008 
(RESOLUTION NO. 2008-23) 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to proper notice duly given as required by law, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Council has reviewed the attached assessment roll and passed upon all 
objections thereto. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, 
MINNESOTA: 
 
 1.  Such proposed current assessment roll, a copy of which is attached and made a part 

hereof, is on file with the City Clerk, is hereby accepted and shall constitute the special 
assessment against the lands named therein, and each tract of land therein included is 
hereby found to be benefited by the proposed improvement in the amount of the 
assessment levied against it. 

 
 2.  Such assessment shall be payable in equal annual installments extending over a period 

of five years (unless specifically limited to one year). The first installment to be payable 
on or before the first Monday in January, 2009 and shall bear interest at the rate of 8 
percent per annum to each annual installment payment and when due shall be added 
interest for one year on all unpaid installments. 

 
 3.  The owner of any property so assessed may, at any time prior to certification of the 

assessment to the County Auditor, pay the whole of the assessment on such property 
remaining unpaid except that no interest will be charged from the date of the assessment 
resolution until December 31, 2008. The owner may pay thereafter to the City Treasurer 
the entire amount of the assessment remaining unpaid with interest to December 31 of the 
year in which such payment is made. Such payments must be made before November 15, 
or interest will be charged through December 31 of the next succeeding year. 

 
 4.  The Clerk shall transmit a certified duplicate copy of this assessment roll as corrected 

by pre-payments in 2008 to the County Auditor to be extended on the proper tax lists of 
the County, and such assessments shall be collected and paid over in the same manner as 
other municipal taxes. 

 
Council Member Claussen seconded the foregoing Resolution and the following vote was 

recorded:  AYES: Fitz, Claussen, Johnson, Landmark, Kittelson. NAYS: None. Whereupon the 
Mayor declared Resolution No. 2008-23 duly passed and adopted. 

 
It was moved by Landmark, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously to approve 

the bills and warrants in the amount of $783,469.10. 
 
 There being no additional business to come before the Council, the meeting was 
adjourned at 6:28 p.m. 
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         Mayor 
 
Attest:       
  City Manager 


