MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING
OCTOBER 18, 2016

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Pro-Tem Heinzig. Members present: Terri
Collins, Jack Evenson, & Stephanie Heinzig. Members Absent: Gary Landmark & Sue Fitz. Also present:
City Manager Rob Wolfington, Justin Knopf from MnDOT, Ashley Johnson & Melissa Brehmer-
Hamblin with Countryside Public Health, Police Chief lan Hodge, Jan Trinkle, Eric Musser and Charity
Tofte.

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Pro-Tem Heinzig asked for any additions to the agenda to which there were none. No
consent agenda items were moved to the regular agenda. A motion was made by Collins, seconded by
Evenson and carried unanimously to approve the agenda as presented. It was moved by Collins, Seconded
by Evenson and carried unanimously to approve the following items on the Consent Agenda:

= October 3, 2016 City Council Minutes

= September 6, 2016 Planning Commission Minutes
= Police Report

* Public Works Report

Mayor Pro-Tem Heinzig asked for people with unscheduled business, to which there were none.

Justin Knopf with MnDOT approached the Council with waiver of municipal consent for the
2017 road project to approve altered access to roads during construction. After discussion Councilmember
Collins offered the following resolution:

RESOLUTION FOR WAIVER OF MUNICIPAL CONSENT
(RESOLUTION NO. 2016-30)

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Transportation has prepared a final Request for Proposal for State
Project 7608-19 on Trunk Highway 9 from West of the Chippewa River to Sunwall Avenue, Trunk
Highway 12 from West of 19" Street to West of Swift County CSAH 25 and Trunk Highway 29 Clark
Avenue to Wood Avenue within the City of Benson for pedestrian and sidewalk improvements, drainage
modifications, geometric modifications at two intersections and traffic signal work ; and seeks the
approval thereof, as described in Minnesota Statutes 161.162 to 161.167: and

WHEREAS, said final Request for Proposal is on file in the District 4 Minnesota Department of
Transportation office, Detroit Lakes, Minnesota, being marked as S.P. 7608-19; and

Municipal approval is required for any trunk highway project that results in any of the following actions
occurring: altered access, increased or reduced traffic capacity and acquisition of permanent right of way.
SP 7608-19 requires permanent right of way to be acquired to improve turning movements at the
intersections of Atlantic Avenue and 13" Street and also Minnesota Avenue and Church Street. By
waiving municipal consent for said project SP 7608-19, the city of Benson agrees with the decision for
the Minnesota Department of Transportation to acquire permanent right of way for the said intersections
and forgoes the process of a public hearing on the issue.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council waives the municipal consent
approval action, described in Minnesota Statutes 161.162 to 161.167, of the final Request for Proposal for
SP 7608-19 for the improvement of said and Trunk Highway 9, 12 and 29 within the corporate limits.
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Councilmember Evenson seconded the foregoing Resolution and the following vote was
recorded: AYES: Collins, Heinzig, Evenson. NAYES: None. Thereupon the Mayor declared Resolution
2016-30 duly passed and adopted.

Next Wolfington presented a temporary permit to construct for the 2017 highway project. It will
give MnDOT permission to enter stated properties to construct, maintain and operate the highways that
are under construction. It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Collins and carried unanimously to
approve the temporary permit.

Justin Knopf gave an update on the 2017 highway project.

Ashley Johnson from Countryside Public Health came forward with changes to the proposed
amended Tobacco Ordinance. Wolfington stated a copy of the ordinance was sent to all licensed tobacco
retailers in town, with no comment or feedback. Johnson stated Swift County’s tobacco ordinance will
supersede ours if they are different. The items addressed were E-cigarettes, and stipulating the distance a
retailer can sell tobacco from a school, or school function or pharmacy. After discussion, it was decided
by the council to table the 2™ reading of the ordinance until there is more information on how these
stipulations would affect existing businesses. It will be reviewed at the November 7, 2016 Council
Meeting.

Next the Council reviewed the temporary family health care dwellings ordinance. It was moved
by Collins, seconded by Evenson and carried unanimously to approve the 2™ reading of an Ordinance
Opting-Out of the Requirements of Minnesota Statutes Section 462.3593 .

Wolfington presented a Conditional Use Permit for William Sondag at 1330 Nevada Ave. to
move in a second ancillary building into his back yard. He went on to explain there is a utility pole with
electric, TV and telephone lines coming from it to Sondag’s house. At the Planning Commission meeting
today it was discussed the utilities must clear the peak of the roof according to code, 2’ for electric and 1’
for TV and telephone. Evenson asked who would pay for modifying the utilities? Wolfington stated it
would be at the homeowners expense. If he adds a mast to the roof, it will cost about $1800. If he has to
go underground, it will cost up to $30,000. Findings of fact are there are utility lines in the way of the
garage that the home owner will have to raise or bury services at his expense. The building is in character
with the neighborhood. After discussion, it was moved by Collins to approve the Conditional Use Permit
with the condition relocation of utilities will be at the home owners expense. The motion was seconded by
Evenson and the motion was carried unanimously.

Next was a Conditional Use Permit from Mark Hanson at 206 — 15" St. S. he owns the house to
the south of him, 210 — 15" St. S. He would like to demolish the blighted home, add on to the garage and
put an office in the garage at 206 — 15" St. S. Findings of Facts are the property at 210 — 15" St. S. is in
disrepair, and by getting rid of the house and fixing up the garage it will improve the appearance of the
neighborhood. The parcels of land are taxable and it will increase the value of the property. Wolfington
explained the Planning Commission recommended approval with the condition the house is demolished
by June 2017. After discussion, it was moved by Evenson, seconded by Collins and carried unanimously
to approve the conditional use permit with the condition the blighted home is demolished by June 2017.

The next Conditional Use Permit was from Carl and Jan Trinkle at 723 — 12" St. S. to move a 14
X 32’ garage onto their property. Findings of Facts are an oak tree is prohibitive in adding on to the
current garage. Wolfington stated the Planning Commission recommended approval with the condition
Trinkles follow the setback ordinance. It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Collins and carried
unanimously to approve the conditional use permit with the condition setbacks are complied with.

Next was a request for financial support from the Prom Afterbash Committee. It was noted that
the City already donates the use of the Armory for the week leading up to the Afterbash. It was moved by
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Evenson, seconded by Collins and carried unanimously to limit support of the Afterbash to the Armory
use for the 2017 Prom Afterbash.

Wolfington presented a request from the Heartland Girls Ranch asking to be annexed into the
City of Benson. Wolfington explained there is an agreement in place with conditions for the Girls Ranch
to be annexed, which they want to amend. By doing so, the City will have a “must serve” obligation t0
service the Girls Ranch. They already have city electric, sewer and water. Wolfington said it would add
40 people to the population of Benson. They are non-profit and therefore will not pay property taxes. He
stated he isn’t sure how Torning Township feels about the annexation. After discussion, it was moved by
Collins, seconded by Evenson and carried unanimously to approve the annexation of the Girls Ranch into
the City of Benson.

Next Wolfington explained the Transmission Facilities Assignment Agreement along with
Exhibits A & B with MRES. It was moved by Collins, seconded by Evenson and carried unanimously to
approve the Transmission Facilities Assignment Agreement. It was moved by Evenson, seconded by
Collins and carried unanimously to approve Exhibits A & B to the Agreement.

It was moved by Collins, seconded by Evenson and carried unanimously to approve pay request
#1 from All Thigs Asphalt for bituminous work at the airport in the amount of $73,700.05.

The Council reviewed the Budget report for September 2016.

It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Collins and carried unanimously to approve the bills and
warrants in the amount of $535,172.31.

Mayor Pro-Tem Heinzig recognized Charity Tofte. She addressed the Council on her concerns of
lack of day care in the Benson area. With a 3 year old, she is struggling to find day care while she works.
She was looking for direction as to where to go to get answers on how to bring daycare to the Benson
area. Wolfington said the daycare issue is a problem common with small towns in the area as well as in
Benson. He said daycares are regulated by the County and the City is more in the business of City
services. Heinzig referred Ms. Tofte to Jen Frost at the RDC. She is working on how to help solve the
daycare dilemma in Swift County. Wolfington discussed options on ways to help providers with local
subsidies, or tax abatement or small business loans to get their homes up and running to meet code for
opening an in home daycare. After more discussion, Ms. Tofte thanked the Council for their time.

There being no other business, a motion was made by Collins, seconded by Evenson and carried
unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 6:22 p.m.

Mayor

City Clerk



