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       MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING 

NOVEMBER 21, 2016 

 

 The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Landmark. Members present: Terri 

Collins, Jack Evenson, Stephanie Heinzig, Gary Landmark & Sue Fitz. Members Absent: None. Also 

present: City Manager Rob Wolfington, Liz Auch & Ashlie Johnson from Countryside Public Health, 

Kim Saterbak and Crystal Erickson from Heartland Girls Ranch, Police Chief Ian Hodge and Lucas 

Olson. 

 

 The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mayor Landmark asked for any additions to the agenda, to which there were none. No consent 

agenda items were moved to the regular agenda. A motion was made by Fitz, seconded by Evenson and 

carried unanimously to approve the agenda as presented. It was moved by Evenson, Seconded by Collins 

and carried unanimously to approve the following items on the Consent Agenda: 

 

 ▪ November 7, 2016 City Council Minutes 

  ▪ November 3, 2016 Safety Committee Minutes 

  ▪ MnDOT Office of Aeronautics Airport Waiver 

  ▪ Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Permit to Discharge 

  ▪ Moss & Barnett Update on Charter Communication Renewal Process 

  ▪ Public Works Report 

  ▪ Police Report 

 

 The Mayor asked for people with unscheduled business, to which there were none. 

 

 Kim Saterbak with the Girls Ranch approached the Council. Wolfington presented a petition and 

joint resolution between the City of Benson and Torning Township for annexation of the Girls Ranch into 

the City of Benson city limits. Wolfington noted the attached map of the annexation needs to be changed 

to exclude the St. Francis Cemetery in the annexation in Exhibit A. Wolfington stated he will be meeting 

with Torning Township at 8 p.m. tonight. Wolfington reminded the Council the City already has an 

annexation agreement with the Girls Ranch which states if the property is ever sold, partitioned off or if it 

becomes a for profit business, it will automatically be annexed into the City. He went on to say there will 

be no tax capacity gained by the annexation, as the Girls Ranch is tax exempt. After discussion, 

Councilmember Fitz offered the following resolution: 

 

JOINT RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING AN 

ORDERLY ANNEXATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

THE CITY OF BENSON AND TORNING TOWNSHIP  

(RESOLUTION 2016-32) 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Benson (“City”) and Torning Township (“Township”) hereby designate 

for orderly annexation the lands legally described in the attached Exhibit A and shown on the attached 

Exhibit B (collectively referred to herein as the “Designated Area”), all located within Torning Township, 

County of Swift, State of Minnesota; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City and Township are in agreement as to the orderly annexation of the 

Designated Area and each determines the annexation is in their best respective interests; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 414.0325 provides a procedure whereby the City and Township may 

agree on a process for the orderly annexation of the Designated Area; and 
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 WHEREAS, on November 21, 2016, the property owner of the Designated Area submitted a 

petition for orderly annexation to the City and Township pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 414.0325, subd. 1a; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, notice of intent to designate an area for orderly annexation required by Minn. Stat. 

§ 414.0325, subd. 1b does not apply in this instance because this Joint Resolution only designates for 

immediate annexation property for which all property owners have petitioned to be annexed; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, the City and Township hereby jointly resolve to enter into this agreement 

to provide for the immediate annexation of the Designated Area into the City upon the following terms 

and conditions: 

 

 1. The City and Township hereby designate the area described in Exhibit A attached hereto 

and shown in Exhibit B attached hereto as in need of orderly annexation pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 

414.0325.  The Designated Area consists of 83.44 acres and the population in the area is approximately 

40. 

 

 2. The City and Township request the immediate annexation of the Designated Area to the 

City upon submission of this agreement to the Chief Administrative Law Judge. 

 

 3. The Township and City, by submission of this Joint Resolution to the Municipal 

Boundary Adjustment Unit of the Office of Administrative Hearings, confer jurisdiction upon the Chief 

Judge so as to accomplish the annexation of the Designated Area in accordance with the terms of this 

agreement. 

 

 4. The City and Township mutually agree that no alteration of the boundaries stated herein 

is appropriate and that all conditions for annexation of the area legally described herein are contained in 

this Joint Resolution, and that no consideration by Minnesota Planning is necessary.  Upon the execution 

and filing of this Joint Resolution, Minnesota Planning may review and comment thereon, but shall, 

within thirty (30) days of receipt of this Joint Resolution, order the annexation of the area legally 

described herein in accordance with the terms and conditions of this Joint Resolution. 

 

 5. The City and Township agree that upon adoption and execution of this Joint Resolution, 

the City shall file the same with the Minnesota Planning Municipal Boundary Adjustments Office. 

 

Councilmember Collins seconded the foregoing Resolution and the following vote was recorded: 

AYES: Collins, Heinzig, Evenson, Fitz, Landmark. NAYES: None. Thereupon the Mayor declared 

Resolution 2016-32 duly passed and adopted. 

 

Next Ashlie Johnson with Countryside Public Health approached the Council with a revised 

version of the 1
st
 reading of an amendment to the Tobacco ordinance. There was discussion of paragraphs 

L & M in the ordinance. There was concern prohibiting tobacco sales within 300’ of a school, 

playground, church or other youth-oriented facilities would put retailers out of the tobacco sales business 

that they rely on. Also paragraph M stated pharmacies connected to a grocery store will not be eligible for 

a cigarette license or license renewal. After discussion, it was moved by Collins, seconded by Evenson 

and carried unanimously to approve the 2
nd

 reading of the Tobacco Ordinance with the removal of 

paragraphs L & M from the proposed amended tobacco ordinance. 

 

Wolfington informed the Council Reed Becker’s environmental report on the Armory is not back 

from the lab yet. He will give a presentation on December 19, 2016 on his findings. 

 

Wolfington informed the Council he and Landmark attended a Coalition of Greater Minnesota 

(CGMC) meeting last July. There was discussion on possible additional permits for the wastewater 

treatment plant which could cause frequent plant updates which are very costly. By contributing to the 
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CGMC Environmental Action Fund, it would make sure undue hardships would not fall on wastewater 

facilities. Wolfington recommended approval. It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Heinzig and 

carried unanimously to approve the CGMC Assessment of $1,098. 

 

Wolfington updated the Council on the Small Cities grant. Benson is the only town in Swift 

County that applied for the grant. After discussion, it was moved by Collins, seconded by Evenson and 

carried unanimously to approve the preliminary plan. 

 

The LELS contract will be reviewed at the December 5, 2016 Council meeting. 

 

Wolfington recapped the joint City Council/School Board meeting from last week.  He discussed 

the school’s desire to work together in one of three ways: 1) construct a City Hall facility attached to the 

school 2) assist the school in helping finance a walking track in a new gym 3) build a community center 

attached to the school.  Any of these options would give leverage to the school with their referendum.  

Also discussed was a one-time grant for a day care center. Wolfington asked for direction from the 

Council in responding to the School Board. There was discussion of cooperation, and the many City 

projects ahead of the City that are all necessary. After discussion, it was the consensus of the Council to 

inform the school we are not in a position at this time to financially participate in a joint project with 

them, but will help with marketing. 

 

Councilmember Fitz offered the following resolution: 

 

POLICE OFFICER DECLARATION 

(RESOLUTION NO. 2016-33) 
 

 WHEREAS, the policy of the State of Minnesota as declared in Minnesota Statutes 353.63 is to 

give special consideration to employees who perform hazardous work and devote their time and skills to 

protecting the property and personal safety of others; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes Section 353.64 permits governmental subdivisions to request 

coverage in the Public Employees Police and Fire plan for eligible employees of police departments 

whose position duties meet the requirements stated therein and listed below. 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Benson hereby declares that the position 

titled Part-Time Police Officer, currently held by Allyssa Engfer meets all of the following Police and 

Fire membership requirements: 

1. Said position requires a license by the Minnesota peace officer standards and training board 

under sections 626.84 to 626.863 and this employee is so licensed; 

2. Said position’s primary (over 50%) duty is to enforce the general criminal laws of the state; 

3. Said position charges this employee with the prevention and detection of crime; 

4. Said position gives this employee the full power of arrest, and 

5. Said position is assigned to a designated police or sheriff’s department. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this governing body hereby requests that the above-named 

employee be accepted as a member of the Public Employees Police and Fire Plan effective the date of this 

employee’s initial Police and Fire salary deduction by the governmental subdivision. 

 

Councilmember Evenson seconded the foregoing Resolution and the following vote was 

recorded: AYES: Collins, Heinzig, Evenson, Fitz, Landmark. NAYES: None. Thereupon the Mayor 

declared Resolution 2016-33 duly passed and adopted. 

 

The Council reviewed the October budget report. 

 

It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Collins and carried unanimously to approve the bills and 

warrants in the amount of $483,134.28. 
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There being no other business, a motion was made by Fitz, seconded by Collins and carried 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 6:14 p.m. 

 

 

   

.      ______________________________________   

                  Mayor 

      

City Clerk 


