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       MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING 

NOVEMBER 5, 2018 

 

 The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Collins. Members present: Jack Evenson, 

Terri Collins, Mark Schreck, Jon Buyck & Lucas Olson. Members Absent: None. Also present: City 

Manager Rob Wolfington, Police Chief Ian Hodge, City Attorney Ben Wilcox and Public Works Director 

Dan Gens. 

 

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mayor Collins asked for any changes or additions to the agenda, to which there were none. It was 

moved by Evenson, seconded by Schreck and carried unanimously to approve the agenda. 

 

It was moved by Schreck seconded by Olson and carried unanimously to approve the following 

items on the Consent Agenda:  

 

▪ October 22, 2018 City Council Minutes 

▪ October 8, 2018 Benson Public Library Minutes 

▪ Congratulations from Senator Tina Smith Benson’s Tree City Status 

 

There was no one with unscheduled business. 

 

Wolfington presented information from the MS: Ride Across Minnesota request for Benson to be 

a host city for the event. He said several cities around Benson have already agreed to participate in 

hosting the bicyclers. He reviewed all of the requirements and several committees that would be required. 

He stated City staff cannot make this all happen in the middle of summer which is construction time. He 

asked the Council to consider organizing the event if they choose to host it. After discussion, it was 

moved by Evenson for the City to host the MS: Ride Across Minnesota event. It was seconded by Olson 

and carried unanimously. Evenson said he would spearhead the search for a leader to organize this event. 

 

Wolfington presented an appraisal of Real Property at the former Fibrominn site. In the letter of 

agreement between the City and Xcel, this was required. The appraisal came out at $1,110,000. He went 

on to discuss the load the City will possibly have with Brightmark Energy (BME), and the cancellation of 

the generation contract with Missouri River Energy Services. 

 

Gens approached the Council to discuss the boiler replacement at the Swimming Pool. He 

explained the boiler will be moved outdoors, which will keep it out of the highly corrosive environment 

the current boiler is in with the pool chemicals. The Council discussed this issue earlier this year. 

Wolfington recommended approval. After discussion, it was moved by Evenson, seconded by Schreck 

and carried unanimously to approve the purchase of a new boiler from Craig’s Inc. in the amount of 

$95,282.00. 

 

Wolfington went over the schedule for Doug Griffith and his 13 Ways to Kill Your Community 

presentation scheduled for November 15-16, 2018. He highlighted the community event to be held at the 

Golf Club on November 15, 2018 at 6pm. He said after a conference call with him today, there may be a 

follow up visit in January 2019 for recommendations from Mr. Griffith, but leaving this possibility open. 

 

Benson Public Schools are requesting assistance in repairing the fire suppression system in the 

north end of the Civic Center. After discussion, it was moved by Olson, seconded by Buyck and carried 

unanimously approved $20,000 to be earmarked for fire suppression repairs in the north end of the civic 
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center with the stipulation the project is approved by the State and their project moves forward. 

Wolfington said the school still hasn’t received plan approval from the State. 

 

  

Councilmember Evenson offered the following resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION SETTING ASSESSMENTS FOR FIRE SERVICE CHARGES 

BY THE CITY OF BENSON, MINNESOTA FOR 2018 PAYABLE 2019 

(RESOLUTION NO. 2018-22) 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Benson City Council that the following assessments for 2018 Fire 

Service Charges as prepared by the City Manager are hereby approved and made a part thereof; and, 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the assessments hereinafter noted shall be submitted to the 

County Auditor on or before November 6, 2018 and placed on the tax roll for collection with the taxes 

collectable in 2019. 

 

Charges Name & Mailing 

Address 

Legal Description & 

Parcel No. 

Amount 

Due 

Fire Call Tionna Meeks 

110 – 21
st
 St. S. 

Benson, MN  56215 

Fairview Addition 

E 150’ of Outlot #2 

23-0843-000 

$350.00 

Fire Call Jesse Knuteson/Amanda 

Peterson 

108 Meadow Lane 

Janesville, MN 56048 

Railway 2
nd

 Addition 

Lot 6 Blk 3 

23-0383-000 

$1,500.00 

                                                          

TOTAL 

   

$1,850.00 

 

Councilmember Buyck seconded the foregoing resolution and the following vote was recorded: AYES: 

Evenson, Schreck, Collins, Buyck, Olson. NAYES: None. Thereupon the Mayor declared Resolution 

2018-22 duly passed and adopted. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Council upon motion by Schreck, seconded 

by Olson and carried unanimously to adjourn the Council meeting at 5:52 p.m. 

 

.      ______________________________________   

                  Mayor 

  _______________    

City Clerk 


