
 

City Council Meeting Agenda 

City Council Chambers 

February 3, 2020 

 
City of Benson Mission Statement 

Benson is a forward looking community that values public safety, 

Quality of life and treats people with dignity and respect. 
Page  

 

1. 5:30 p.m. Call the Meeting to Order at the Benson City Council Chambers  (Mayor) 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

3. Approval of Agenda           

    Additions?  □ None    1.___________________  2. ________________________  

  Any Consent Agenda items to be moved to a regular agenda item? 

  Approval of Agenda ____  as Presented  or  ____  Revised         Action Requested 

 

4. Consent Agenda:         Action Requested 

 

a. Minutes: 

3-5   ▪ 1.13.2019  City Council Meeting 

6   • 1.9.2019  Safety Committee Meeting 

 

b. Applications: 

7-8   • Library Board – Jill Hedman 

9-10   • Stephanie Heinzig – Planning Commission & EDA Board  

11-12   • Gambling Permit for Pheasants Forever – March 14, 2020 

 

c. Correspondence: 

13-16   • CenterPoint Energy – Notice of Rate Increase 

17-24   • Benson Golf Club Balance Sheet 

    

▪ Electronic Transfers: 

  Payroll:  $91,702.18 – January 16, 2020 

                                  $88,767.06 – January 30, 2020 

Journal:  $0 

  

5. Persons With Unscheduled Business to Come Before the Council 

 

25 6. Pay Request – Benson Public Schools – Discovery Kids 2018-2019 - $10,000 Action Requested 

 

26-29 7. Benson Golf Club Capital Authorization Requests:    Action Requested 

• Pre-owned Workman 3200 Work Cart - $5,000 

• Pre-Owned Toro Reelmaster 551-D Mower - $20,000 

 

8. Ehler’s & Associates Financial Needs Analysis to TIF Plan   Action Requested 

 

30 9. Back-up Power Agreement – Xcel Power Plant - $370,308.00   Action Requested 

 

31 10. Discuss Canceling PEG Access With Benson Cable Franchise   Action Requested 

 

11. Review Hawleywood Proposed Flood Control Project    Action Requested 

 

32-35 12. Minnesota Department of Health – Lead/Copper Tap Monitoring  Report  Information Only 



 

36-40 13. UMVRDC Contract for Professional Services     Action Requested 

 

41-43 14. Flaherty & Hood P.A. Agreement for Professional Services   Action Requested 

 

44-46 15. Capital Request for Excavator       Action Requested 

 

47-49 16. Capital Request for Dump Truck      Action Requested 

 

50-51 17. Consider Pay Request #2 from KHC Construction – Wastewater Plant Project Action Requested 

 

18. Request to go out for Material Quotes:      Action Requested 

• Bituminous 

• Concrete Work 

• Tires 

 

52-53 19. Consider 2020 Minnesota Municipal Utilities Association Membership  Action Requested 

 

54 20. Consider Pay Request from The Ink Spot for Benson Tees - $5,355  Action Requested 

 

55-56 21. Consider Pay Request for Summer Rec 2019 Program - $25,655.24  Action Requested 

 

57 22. Consider Resolution Transferring $80,000 from Liquor Fund to General Fund Action Requested 

 

23. Adjourn: Mayor         Action Requested  

 

 
In compliance with the American Disability Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, 

please contact the City Manager’s office at 320-843-4775. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will 

enable the City of make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 

 









Safety Committee Meeting 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

8:15 AM 
 

Members Present:  John Goulet, Dan Gens, Taylor Wiebold, Luke Johnson and Val Alsaker 

Members Absent:  Tom Lee, Rob Wolfington Kevin Thompson, Wade Ascheman & Ian Hodge. 

Others Present:  Bruce Westergaard with MMUA 

 

Old Business 

1. Check lists were turned in from Parks, Power Plant & Line Department with no noted issues. 

There were no check lists turned in from the following departments: water, wastewater, liquor 

store or street departments. 

2. There were no incidents reported since the October 2019 meeting. 

 

New Business 

1. Val said the winter jackets are in, embroidered and some employees have not picked up their 

jackets yet. 

2. Construction on the water plant has started. Wiebold said the contractors have gotten in the plant 

and have assessed the work plan. When asked about a pre-construction meeting, Gens said it has 

been a struggle with the engineer to get the project rolling. Wiebold said they are working on the 

filter and will be sand blasting and painting soon. 

3. Watewater filter project was next. Johnson discussed they are working on he filter now. Alsaker 

asked if the contractors, KHC Construction have been filling out confined space entry permits. 

Johnson said no. Alsaker said they need to fill one out for the job or every day so there is notice 

they are working in the confined space. Gens said they will be making the man way bigger in the 

filter. 

4. Alsaker discussed there will be a new drug testing policy coming out shortly. Because of the new 

drug and alcohol clearinghouse program, all drug testing policies need to include verbiage on the 

program. Alsaker said the policy will go to the City Council for approval at the January 13, 2020 

meeting, and will be distributed at the next safety class on January 30, 2020. 

 

Other Business 

1. Alsaker discussed the annual walk through of each department from December 18, 2019. She said 

all the shops looked good. One area of improvement for all departments and buildings is 

inspection of fire extinguishers. They need to be inspected, shaken and dated on the tag when 

they have been checked. 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 a.m. 









































 CITY OF BENSON 

CAPITAL AUTHORIZATION REQUEST 

1 Fund: Capital Outlay Department: Golf Course 

 Prepared by: Sally Jones Date: 01/30/2020 

 Describe Proposed Capital Expenditure:  

 I am requesting the purchase of a pre-owned Toro Reelmaster 5510-D mower in which we will use to 

mow fairways.  MSRP of a new 2020 5510-D $52,000. 

 Does Proposed Expenditure Replace Existing Equipment? Yes 

 If Yes, Describe Use of Replaced Equipment:   

 The existing Toro Greensmaster 5400 will be kept  

2 If Included in Capital Improvements Program: 3 Total Cost:  $   20,000 

 What Year: 2020  
-​Trade-in ​(if applicable)​:  -$  

 What Heading: Capital Outlay  
+Net Book Value ​(depreciated value)​: +$  

 Budgeted Amount: $25,000  =Net Capitalized Cost: =$ 20,000 

4 Justification of the Expenditure: ​ (Main Objectives and Assumptions) 

  The main objective is to upgrade our current fairway units to keep up with the demand of daily 

mowing.  The purchase of this 5510 mower will replace one of the two fairway mowers we use.  The 

mower taken out of rotation will be utilized as a range mower.  

5 Approval Section:  

 Action taken:  

    Signature       Date   

 Department Supervisor   

 Division Director  

 City Manager  

 City Council Approval 

(If Applicable) 
 

 Council Meeting  

 
  



CITY OF BENSON 

CAPITAL AUTHORIZATION REQUEST 

1 Fund: Capital Outlay Department: Golf Course  

 Prepared by: Sally Jones Date: 01-30-2020 

 Describe Proposed Capital Expenditure:  

 I am requesting the purchase of a pre-owned Toro Workman 3200 work cart.  MSRP of a new 2020 

3200 HDX Workman would be $22,000. 

 Does Proposed Expenditure Replace Existing Equipment? Yes 

 If Yes, Describe Use of Replaced Equipment:   

 All older models of this vehicle will be kept until no longer serviceable.  

2 If Included in Capital Improvements Program: 3 Total Cost:  $   5,000 

 What Year: 2020  
-​Trade-in ​(if applicable)​:  -$  

 What Heading: Capital Outlay  
+Net Book Value ​(depreciated value)​: +$  

 Budgeted Amount: $25,000  =Net Capitalized Cost: =$ 5,000 

4 Justification of the Expenditure: ​ (Main Objectives and Assumptions) 

  The main objective is to upgrade our current heavy duty work carts.  Our older two work carts have 

significantly high hours and are nearing the end of their life span.  We will keep the older Workman 

3200 for lighter duty applications until they no longer are of service to us.  

5 Approval Section:  

 Action taken:  

    Signature       Date   

 Department Supervisor   

 Division Director  

 City Manager  

 City Council Approval 

(If Applicable) 
 

 Council Meeting  
 
 
 
 
































































