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       MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING 

MARCH 19, 2018 

 

 The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Collins. Members present: Jack Evenson, 

Terri Collins, Mark Schreck & Lucas Olson. Members Absent: None. Also present: City Manager Rob 

Wolfington, Director of Finance Glen Pederson, City Attorney Ben Wilcox, Public Works Director Dan 

Gens, Police Chief Ian Hodge, Fire Chief Jeff Reuss, Terry & Nate Sullivan and Jeff Becthold with 

Missouri River Energy Services. 

 

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mayor Collins moved the 2017 Fire Report and Letter on Detachment Agreement up before 

unscheduled business. It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Schreck and carried unanimously to 

approve the amended agenda. 

 

It was moved by Evenson seconded by Olson and carried unanimously to approve the following 

items on the Consent Agenda:  

 

 ▪ February 20, 2018 City Council Minutes 

 ▪ January 17, 2018 EDA Minutes 

  ▪ October 16, 2017 Special Planning Commission Minutes 

▪ December 4, 2017 Planning Commission Minutes 

▪ Pioneer Land Band Festival Committee Request for Support 

▪ Police Report 

▪ Public Works Report 

▪ Lois Mitteness to the HRA Board her Term Expiring12/31/2022 

▪ Bloodmobile Thank you 

▪The following liquor licenses effective April 13, 2018 contingent upon receiving the 

necessary paperwork: 

 

 Club On-Sale Liquor License:    On-Sale Liquor License: 
 Benson VFW      Benson Bowler 

        Benson Golf Club 

 Sunday Liquor License:    Patrick’s Pub & Grill 

 Benson VFW      Mi Mexico 

 Benson Bowler      McKinney’s on Southside 

 Benson Golf Club      

 Patrick’s Pub & Grill     Sidewalk Café Permit 

 McKinney’s on Southside    Patrick’s Pub & Grill, LLC 

            

Off-Sale 3.2 Malt Beverage License: 
 Holiday Stationstore, LLC 

 

▪ The following General licenses effective April 1, 2018: 

 

Roller skating License:    Sewer Tap License: 

Svor’s Family Roller Rink   Grossman Plumbing and Heating 

      Hawley’s Inc. 

Garbage Collection License:   Craig’s Refrigeration 

Mattheisen Disposal    Rapid Response Plumbing & Heating 

      T & K Kennedy Inc. 
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The Mayor asked for people with unscheduled business to which there was none. 

 

Fire Chief Jeff Reuss approached the Council and reviewed the 2017 Benson Fire Department 

Report. 

 

Wilcox approached the Council to discuss a request from Paul, Lori, Kaleb and Jessica 

Schwendemann to detach 48 acres from the City of Benson. They filed a petition with the State of 

Minnesota. There was a hearing March 16, 2018. Schwendemann’s withdrew the petition. A tentative 

agreement has been reached between Torning Township and the City of Benson to possibly detach the 48 

acres in exchange for attaching 240 acres on the south east edge of town. Stipulations placed on the 

agreement with Schwendemann’s are no hunting or billboards on the property and if a building goes onto 

the property it will be annexed back into the City of Benson. Wolfington said he will be negotiating with 

Torning Township tonight at their meeting. 

 

Mayor Collins opened the Public Hearing at 5:38 p.m. for vacation of a utility easement south of 

Scofield Place. Wolfington informed the Council the City has sent a check to CenturyLink for $38,121.96 

to move their services from the utility easement. An agreement will need to be signed. Wolfington stated 

the City will bill the assisted living project for reimbursement which will be paid back with TIF monies. 

There being no one present for the hearing, it was moved by Evenson, seconded by Schreck and carried 

unanimously to close the public hearing at 5:45 p.m. 

 

Councilmember Olson offered the following resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION VACATING UTILITY EASEMENT 

(RESOLUTION NO. 2018-08) 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BENSON, MINNESOTA DOES HEREBY RESOLVE 

AS FOLLOWS:  

 

WHEREAS, the City Council received a petition of Residential Options, Inc., being the sole owner of 

real property in Block Four (4), McKinney’s First Addition to the City requesting the vacation, pursuant 

to Minnesota Statute §412.851 and §462.358 subd. 7, of the following utility easement:  

 

Commencing at the Southeast (SE) corner of Lot Seven (7), Block Four (4), McKinney’s First 

Addition to the City of Benson; thence Southeasterly on the prolongation of the South line of said 

Lot Seven (7) a distance of seven and one-half (7½) feet; thence Northeasterly on a line parallel 

to the east line of said Lot Seven (7) a distance of one hundred sixty (160) feet to a point on the 

Easterly prolongation of the South line of Lot Thirteen (13) of said Block Four (4); thence 

Northwesterly along said prolongation of the South line of Lot Thirteen (13) a distance of Seven 

and one-half (7½) feet to the Southeast (SE) corner of said Lot Thirteen (13); thence 

Southwesterly  a distance of Twenty (20) feet to the Northeast corner of said Lot Seven (7); 

thence Southwesterly along the east line of said Lot Seven (7) a distance of one hundred forty 

(140) feet to the point of beginning.  

   

and, at its meeting held on February 20, 2018, confirmed the sufficiency of the petition and, by motion 

duly made, seconded and approved, agreed to begin the process of such vacation and set a public hearing 

to consider the vacation of such easement; and 

  

WHEREAS, a public hearing to consider the vacation of such street was held on the 19
th
 day of March, 

2018 before the City Council in the City Hall located at 1410 Kansas Avenue, Benson, Minnesota at 5:30 

o’clock p.m. after duly published and posted notice had been given, as well as personal mailed notice to 

all affected property owners by the City Clerk and all interested and affected persons, including any 
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person, corporation or public body owning or controlling easements contained upon the property vacated, 

were given an opportunity to voice their concerns and be heard; and, 

  

WHEREAS, the Council in its discretion has determined that the vacation will benefit the public interest 

because it will allow for the construction of a facility for the provision of housing-with- services to the 

citizens of the city and the surrounding area and that alternate routes for the affected utilities currently 

located within the easement are available and suitable arrangements for the relocation of said utilities 

have been made with all parties currently making use of the easement; and, 

 

WHEREAS, a majority of the members of the City Council present concur in this resolution; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  that the above described utility easement is hereby vacated 

effective upon the relocation of the utility lines currently located within the easement. 

  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Manager are hereby authorized to sign all 

documents necessary to effectuate the intent of this resolution.  

 

Councilmember Schreck seconded the foregoing resolution and the following vote was recorded: 

AYES: Evenson, Schreck, Collins, Olson. NAYES: None. Thereupon the Mayor declared Resolution 

2018-08 duly passed and adopted. 

 

Nate & Terry Sullivan from Patrick’s Pub and Grill approached the City Council about Kid Day 

weekend, and the desire to hold a street dance on Friday, July 20
th
, 2018. They are also holding a bean 

bag tournament the following Saturday. After discussion, they requested closing 13
th
 St. S. between 

Kansas and Pacific Avenues Friday and Saturday of Kid Day weekend. Police Chief Hodge suggested 

Sullivans talk to the neighboring businesses, about the times they would like to close the street and 

suggested they bring a certificate of liability insurance in to City Hall. After discussion, it was moved by 

Schreck, seconded by Evenson and carried unanimously to approve Patrick’s Pub and Grill’s request to 

close 13
th
 St. S. between Kansas & Pacific Avenues from 8am July 20 – 8am July 22, 2018 for their street 

dance and bean bag tournament. 

 

It was moved by Schreck, seconded by Olson and carried unanimously to approve a pool pass for 

the 2018 season to be used at the SCBH Foundation Fundraiser April 13, 2018. 

 

Next was a request from the Benson Chamber of Commerce for support of their annual 

fundraising chili cook-off event. It was moved by Olson, seconded by Evenson and carried unanimously 

to approve donating a pool pass for the 2018 season. 

 

Wolfington gave a legislative update on Xcel, discussing other industries lobbying for 

compensation when Benson Power closes down. He also discussed a hospital bill before the State Pension 

Commission for the Benson Hospital. It provides a similar retirement plan to PERA for hospitals that are 

sold or leased to another entity. 

 

Wolfington presented plans to reconstruct sewer and water under two blocks of 14
th
 Street North. 

He stated he wishes to use quotes and do as much of the work in house as possible. The plan is to start 

after Flag Day, but may not be done by Kid Day. After discussion, it was moved by Evenson, seconded 

by Olson and carried unanimously to approve the plans and specs as presented and to authorize going out 

for quotes for the project. 

 

Public Works Director Gens presented a capital authorization request for a new line department 

truck with tool box. It is in the budget for this year. He presented a state bid to the Council. He said the 

old truck will be scrapped as it is in such bad shape. It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Schreck and 

carried unanimously to approve the purchase of a 2018 Ford F-250 truck and utility box from Midway 

Ford Commercial Fleet & Government Sales and ABM Equipment in the amount of $47,043.00. 
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It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Olson and carried unanimously to award the chip seal 

quote to Caldwell Asphalt in the amount of $35,201.25. 

 

It was moved by Schreck, seconded by Evenson and carried unanimously to award the tire quote 

to Glacial Plains Coop in the amount of $10,770.63. 

 

It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Olson and carried unanimously to award the Bituminous 

bid to Central Specialties in the amount of $102,600.00. 

 

It was moved by Schreck, seconded by Olson and carried unanimously to award the concrete bid 

to BG Amundson Construction Inc. in the amount of $47,303.00. 

 

It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Schreck and carried unanimously to award the water 

tower cleaning quote to Water Tower Clean & Coat in the amount of $8,300.00. 

 

It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Olson and carried unanimously to award the mosquito 

quote to Univar in the amount of $30 per gallon. 

 

It was moved by Schreck, seconded by Olson and carried unanimously to approve the purchase of 

crack sealant from Brock White in the amount of $5,062.50. 

 

Wolfington discussed the airport engineering bids required by State mandate every five years. 

Two bids were compared and reviewed objectively. After discussion, it was moved by Evenson, seconded 

by Schreck and carried unanimously to award the bid to TKDA as the City airport engineer for the next 

five years. Wolfington informed the Council the City has approval through the FAA for fuel tank 

replacement with a 95% federal and 5% City match of funds which will happen this fall. Next year we 

have approval for a new arrival and departure building. 

 

Police Chief Hodge approached the Council with a capital outlay request for a new Police 

vehicle. The 2012 Ford Taurus has had many repairs and is in need of replacing. He presented a state bid 

for the vehicle through Ford of Hibbing, and a list of items he would like to outfit the vehicle with 

through Squads Inc. He would like to sell the Taurus after it is decommissioned.  It was moved by 

Evenson, seconded by Schreck and carried unanimously to approve the purchase of a 2018 Ford AWD 

Police interceptor and equipment for the vehicle in the amount of $42,101.13. 

 

It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Schreck and carried unanimously to approve pay request 

#7 from Marcus Construction Co., Inc. for general contract work at the Police Department in the amount 

of $3,212.14. 

 

It was moved by Schreck, seconded by Evenson and carried unanimously to approve pay request 

#6 from Chester Contracting Inc. for carpentry work at the new Police Department in the amount of 

$16,861.55. 

 

It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Schreck and carried unanimously to approve bills and 

warrants in the amount of $530,006.11. 

 

Mayor Collins presented a thank you from Swift County Health Services Administrator Kurt 

Waldbillig to City Manager Rob Wolfington for all his help with the assisted living project and for 

waiving the building permit fees for the project. 

 

Mayor Collins discussed her Blandin Foundation retreat and her leadership goals to work on. She 

said she has met with four people about starting a fundraising program to beautify the downtown with 

flower pots. She would like to see the businesses adopt and care for the pots. She would like to hold a 

fundraiser at McKinney’s, have the school make tickets to the event and pay the Flower Basket to plant 

the flowers. She estimates it will take $5,000 for start-up funds. She has a musician from Nashville 
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coming to the event. She would like to apply for a $50,000 grant. The fundraising event will be advertised 

in the paper. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Council upon motion by Evenson, seconded 

by Schreck and carried unanimously to adjourn the Council meeting at 6:23 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

.      ______________________________________   

                  Mayor  

 

 

      

City Clerk 


