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MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
TELEPHONICALLY 

                                                        MAY 4, 2020 
 

The meeting was called to order telephonically at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Collins. Members present: 
Jack Evenson, Terri Collins, Mark Schreck, Jon Buyck & Lucas Olson. Members Absent: None. Also 
present: City Manager Rob Wolfington, Director of Finance Glen Pederson, Police Chief Ian Hodge, 
Shelly Virgin with Discovery Kids, Roxy Lewis, Dan Enderson Co-CEO Swift County-Benson Health 
Services and Kirk Bustrom with the UMVRDC. 

 
The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 
 The Mayor asked for any changes to the agenda to which there were none. It was moved by 
Evenson, seconded by Schreck and the following vote was taken: AYES: Olson, Schreck, Collins, Buyck, 
Evenson. NAYES: None. The motion passed to approve the agenda. 
 
 It was moved by Buyck, seconded by Schreck and carried unanimously to approve the following 
items on the consent agenda: 
 

▪ April 20, 2020 City Council Minutes 
▪ Missouri River Energy Services Annual Meeting Invitation 
▪ Electronic Transfer: 
   Payroll: $91,481.17 – April 23, 2020 

 
There was no one with unscheduled business. 

 
 Councilmember Evenson offered the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF XCEL ENERGY GRANT DOLLARS FOR 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PURPOSES 

(RESOLUTION 2020-12) 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Benson, County of Swift, State of Minnesota, received grant 
dollars from Northern State Power (Xcel Energy) as part of the Benson Power LLC biomass plant 
closing, and; 
 
WHEREAS, these grant dollars are limited in use for the purposes of economic development, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the Council has determined that sanitary sewer collection and treatment improvements 
qualify as an economic development purpose, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the 2019 Sanitary Sewer WWTP Filter project is an authorized use of grant dollars, and: 
 
WHEREAS, the estimated cost of this project is $600,000. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that $94,087.15 as itemized on the attached invoices to be 
transferred from the NSP Grant Fund to the Sewer Fund. 
 

Councilmember Schreck seconded the foregoing resolution and the following vote was recorded: 
AYES: Evenson, Schreck, Collins, Buyck, Olson. NAYS: None. Thereupon the Mayor declared 
Resolution 2020-12 duly passed and adopted. 
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Councilmember Schreck offered the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF XCEL ENERGY GRANT DOLLARS FOR 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PURPOSES 

(RESOLUTION 2020-13) 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Benson, County of Swift, State of Minnesota, received grant 
dollars from Northern State Power (Xcel Energy) as part of the Benson Power LLC biomass plant 
closing, and; 
 
WHEREAS, these grant dollars are limited in use for the purposes of economic development, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the Council has determined that water treatment improvements qualify as an economic 
development purpose, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the 2020 Water Filter project is an authorized use of grant dollars, and: 
 
WHEREAS, the estimated cost of this project is $180,000. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that $59,280.57 as itemized on the attached invoices to be 
transferred from the NSP Grant Fund to the Sewer Fund. 
 

Councilmember Evenson seconded the foregoing resolution and the following vote was recorded: 
AYES: Evenson, Schreck, Collins, Buyck, Olson. NAYS: None. Thereupon the Mayor declared 
Resolution 2020-13 duly passed and adopted. 

 
Councilmember Evenson offered the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF XCEL ENERGY GRANT DOLLARS FOR 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PURPOSES 

(RESOLUTION 2020-14) 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Benson, County of Swift, State of Minnesota, received grant 
dollars from Northern State Power (Xcel Energy) as part of the Benson Power LLC biomass plant 
closing, and; 
 
WHEREAS, these grant dollars are limited in use for the purposes of economic development, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the Council has determined that sanitary sewer collection and treatment improvements 
qualify as an economic development purpose, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed 2020 Sanitary Sewer WWTP Flood Protection project is an authorized use of 
grant dollars, and: 
 
WHEREAS, the estimated cost of this project is $964,794. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that $19,838.75 as itemized on the attached invoices to be 
transferred from the NSP Grant Fund to the Sewer Fund. 
 

Councilmember Evenson seconded the foregoing resolution and the following vote was recorded: 
AYES: Evenson, Schreck, Collins, Buyck, Olson. NAYS: None. Thereupon the Mayor declared 
Resolution 2020-14 duly passed and adopted. 
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Wolfington said the Council approved the business recovery assistance program with the 
UMVRDC. Kirk Bustrom said they completed the initial component sending a letter to the list of 
businesses in the City of Benson along with a matrix of programs available to them. He said he has 
reached out to businesses and had 3 businesses ask for assistance with the programs. The good news is of 
all the businesses he talked to, they say they are ok for now, but if this continues for 2 more months, 
things will look very differently.  He said the response was overwhelmingly positive and resilient. Some 
have navigated the programs on their own already.  Bustrom said another round of Payroll Protection 
Program will be rolling out soon. 

 
Next Wolfington discussed a nuisance and zoning violation at 406 – 12th St. S.  This is a property 

we are very familiar with and have had little success in the past. We are taking a different approach to 
this. We are issuing an order for removal of numerous vehicles and to cease the car repair/hobby at a 
business level at his home. Wolfington recommended approval. It was moved by Evenson, seconded by 
Schreck and carried unanimously to approve the letter from the City Attorney as presented. It was then 
moved by Schreck, seconded by Buyck and carried unanimously to approve the Order for Removal of 
Zoning Violation as presented. 

 
Wolfington said they received bids to lease the recently purchased Sylte farmland. Wolfington 

presented the farm lease with the farmers leasing the land. They agreed to lease the land for $272.00 per 
acre.It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Buyck and carried unanimously to approve the Farm Lease 
with Brandon & Corey Goff as presented. 

 
Next was correspondence from the Discovery Kids Daycare program. Olson is currently on the 

Discovery Kids Board and said with COVID-19 they have lost 52 kids and are laying off staff, and 
cutting costs the best they can. He went on to say Discovery Kids provide a unique service and are asking 
for $10,000 in funding on top of our annual $10,000 payment to help defray costs. He said they have laid 
off all the high school kids, 4 full time employees have been laid off and 5 full time employees have 
reduced their hours to 25 hours a week.  He went on to say they have looked into some disaster fund 
programs, and he feels the City should assist them. Olson made a motion to give $10,000 to Discovery 
Kids to help with the COVID-19 losses. Schreck asked where the money will come from and if they have 
looked into any other assistance programs. Wolfington said General fund reserve or Xcel dollars. He said 
the Hospital, Community Foundation and Sonsteng Foundation have been contacted as well for additional 
funding. Bustrom was asked if he could offer any assistance with finding a program to help them. He said 
he could reach out to Discovery Kids. Buyck asked how much are they short in their budget and will 
$10,000 make a difference? It was noted they are running a $90,000 deficit. Buyck seconded the motion. 
Buyck then made a motion to table the request pending more information on other sources of funding 
have been explored. Evenson seconded the motion. The following vote was recorded: AYES: Schreck, 
Collins, Buyck, Evenson. NAYES: Olson. The motion carried. Virgin spoke up saying the hospital 
declined because they are in the same situation with COVID-19. They have not heard from the 
Community Foundation or Sonstang Foundation. They are going to re-apply to the PPP as they feel they 
will qualify in the second round. They are uncertain what summer will bring as school aged kids are their 
bread and butter. They will also apply for the Peacetime Grant again, and will know more in two weeks.  

 
Enderson said they qualified for $1,322,038.00 through the Small Business Administration 

Payroll Protection Program, and as part of the Hospital District must notify the City to obtain approval for 
the loan. They will determine the forgiveable amount before they spend any of the monies. After 
discussion, Councilmember Buyck offered the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE LOANS FOR 
SWIFT COUNTY-BENSON HOSPITAL 

(RESOLUTION 2020-15) 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Benson has received notice from Swift-County 

Benson Hospital (“SCBH”) that it has obtained approval of its application for a federally guaranteed loan 
through the Co-op Credit Union of Montevideo, under the Small Business Administration Paycheck 
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Protection Program (“PPP”), in the amount of $1,322,038.00 and for its application for a loan through 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Accelerated/Advance Payment Program for Medicare 
Providers in the amount of $2,279,656.00; and,  

 
WHEREAS, Acceptance by SCBH of either the PPP loan and/or Accelerated/Advance Payment 

Program loan requires the approval of the Benson City Council and of the Swift County Board;  
 
WHEREAS, the purpose of these loans is to provide funds needed for SCBH to secure the 

financial stability of SCBH and allow it to continue to provide necessary health services to the citizens of 
the City of Benson and the surrounding area during the COVID-19 crisis; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the council has been fully advised of the terms and conditions of each loan and 

finds that the debt to be incurred by SCBH will not significantly impair its ability to service its debts and 
other obligations; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the council finds that keeping SCBH financially stable and able to operate is in the 

best interests of the city because it is necessary to protect the health, safety and welfare of its citizens.  
 
NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the council approves the acceptance 

by SCBH of the Small Business Administration Paycheck Protection Program loan of $1,311,038 under 
the terms and conditions which the Small Business Administration and the Co-op Credit Union of 
Montevideo have established and the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Accelerated/ Advance 
Payment Program for Medicare Providers loan under the terms and conditions which the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services has established. 
 

Councilmember Schreck seconded the foregoing resolution and the following vote was recorded: 
AYES: Evenson, Schreck, Collins, Buyck, Olson. NAYS: None. Thereupon the Mayor declared 
Resolution 2020-15 duly passed and adopted. 

 
Pederson presented the need for a new load management system to be purchased by the municipal 

utility. Our current system is 20 plus years old and has an outdated software platform. A new system will 
allow us better meter access with IPads and add more flexibility with the load management system. After 
discussion it was moved by Evenson, seconded by Buyck and carried unanimously to approve the 
purchase of a new load management program from Omni-Pro Software, Inc. in the amount of $30,500.00. 

 
Wolfington shared the ordinances pertaining to back yard pools and fire pits. With the uncertainty 

of the City pool this year, there are questions from homeowners about back yard pools and the 
requirements, including proper fencing. Also with stay at home orders the City does have a temporary ban 
on back yard fires and he also discussed the terms of the ordinance. He noted these items are for the 
Councilmembers reference. 

 
Next Wolfington directed the Council to the Governor’s Emergency Order #20-48 that came out 

last week calling for 2 more weeks of shelter in place. He also presented the Employee Preparedness Plan 
Pederson and Alsaker have worked on for their review. He said last Thursday the employees were briefed 
on the program. 

 
Wolfington presented a pay request for work on a sanitary service problem on 13th Street South 

on April 15, 2020. It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Buyck and carried unanimously to pay Crow 
River Construction LLC in the amount of $6,712.50. 

 
Next was a pay request from Ziegler for battery repairs in the switchgear building. It was moved 

by Evenson, seconded by Schreck and carried unanimously to pay Ziegler Inc. in the amount of 
$6,721.54. 
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There being no further business to come before the Council upon motion by Evenson, seconded 
by Schreck and carried unanimously to adjourn the Council meeting at 6:23 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
.      ______________________________________   
 
                     Mayor  
  _______________    
 

City Clerk 


