
 

City Council Meeting  

Benson City Hall 

June 15, 2020 

 
City of Benson Mission Statement 

Benson is a forward-looking community that values public safety, 

Quality of life and treats people with dignity and respect. 

 

The Council Meeting is at City Hall. Limited seating available. Masks recommended, not required. 
Please use the FCC App on your device. (Activate video) 

 Call-in Information  

Dial In:  1-425-436-6384  

Access Code: 457987# 
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1. 5:30 p.m. Call the Meeting to Order (Mayor) 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

3. Approval of Agenda           

    Additions?  □ None    1.___________________  2. ________________________  

  Any Consent Agenda items to be moved to a regular agenda item? 

  Approval of Agenda ____  as Presented  or  ____  Revised         Action Requested 

 

4. Consent Agenda: 

a. Minutes: 

3-5   ▪ 6.1.2020 City Council Meeting 

 

6-23  b. State of Minnesota Emergency Executive Order 20-74 

 

b. Electronic Transfers: 

Payroll: $122,542.34 – June 4, 2020 

Journal: $4,281,216.86 – May 2020 

 

5.  Persons With Unscheduled Business to Come Before the Council 

 

24-26   6. 5:30 P.M. – Public Hearing –Nuisance Abatement at 406 – 12
th
 St. S.   Action Requested 

 

27-44   7. BCA Joint Powers Agreement & Resolution     Action Requested 

 

45-46   8. Consider Swift Co.-Benson Hospital Appropriation Agreement  (Amendment) Action Requested 

 

47           9. Consider Resolution Transferring Xcel Grant Dollars-$200,596.65  Action Requested 

 

10. Surplus Equipment to go to Auction-1984 Dump Truck & Attachments  Action Requested 

 

48-53 11. Review Chapter 119: Sidewalk Cafés      Action Requested 

 

54 12. Set 2020 Swimming Pool Fee Schedule      Action Requested 

 

55-56 13. Overview of 2021 General Fund Budget Assumptions    Information Only 

 

57-74 14. Bills & Warrants        Action Requested 

 

 15. Adjourn: Mayor         Action Requested  



 

 

 In compliance with the American Disability Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, 

please contact the City Manager’s office at 320-843-4775. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will 

enable the City of make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 
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MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

TELEPHONICALLY 

JUNE 1, 2020 

 

The meeting was called to order telephonically at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Collins. Members present: 

Jack Evenson, Terri Collins, Mark Schreck, Jon Buyck & Lucas Olson. Members Absent: None. Also 

present: City Manager Rob Wolfington, Director of Finance Glen Pederson, Public Works Director Dan 

Gens, Don Wilcox, Anne Hippe, Sara Hoffman, Shelly Vergin, Brenda Parsley with Conway Deuth & 

Schmeising, Roxy Lewis, and Shelly Mickelson. 

 

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

 The Mayor asked for any changes to the agenda. There were two additions. Pay request from 

U.S. Water Services, Inc for $192,800 and Gusty’s Road memo. It was moved by Evenson, seconded by 

Schreck to approve the amended agenda. The following vote was taken: AYES: Olson, Schreck, Collins, 

Buyck, Evenson. NAYES: None. The motion passed. 

 

 It was moved by Schreck, seconded by Evenson and carried unanimously to approve the 

following items on the consent agenda: 

 

▪ May 18, 2020 City Council Minutes 

▪ May 26, 2020 Special City Council Minutes 

▪ April 13, 2020 EDA Minutes 

▪ Electronic Transfers: 

   Payroll: $89,723.31 – May 21, 2020 

 

The Mayor called for anyone with unscheduled business and there was none. 

 

The Mayor called on Brenda Parsley to present the City Audit for 2019.  Ms. Parsley went 

through a power point presentation showing changes in fund balances from the prior year.  Their audit 

report shows an unqualified opinion.  Motion was made by Schreck and seconded by Buyck to accept the 

2019 Audit for the City of Benson.  The following vote was taken: AYES: Olson, Schreck, Collins, 

Buyck, Evenson. NAYES: None. The motion passed. 

 

Wolfington reviewed a copy of the CARES Act Grant for the Benson Airport.  No action was 

taken. 

 

Wolfington reviewed a copy of Governor Walz Emergency Executive Order 20-63 and its effect 

on the city.  No action was taken. 

 

Next was a review of 2020 Summer Activities.  Vergin reported that they have ideas to make it 

work with social distancing and the current Covid-19 guidelines.  Buyck stressed the need to provide 

swimming lessons.  Fee structures, cleaning, and operating guidelines were all discussed.  Wolfington 

advised that the only decision that needed to be made tonight was whether or not to begin making the 

pool ready and that the operating guidelines could be brought to the June 15
th
 meeting. Motion was made 

by Evenson and seconded by Buyck to begin making the pool ready.   The following vote was taken: 

AYES: Olson, Schreck, Collins, Buyck, Evenson. NAYES: None. The motion passed. 
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Mayor Collins read a memo from Roger Ebnet recommending that Kid-Day be cancelled for 

2020.  Motion was made by Schreck and seconded by Buyck to concur and cancel Kid-Day.   The 

following vote was taken: AYES: Olson, Schreck, Collins, Buyck, Evenson. NAYES: None. The motion 

passed.  Evenson inquired if that included the car show?  Consensus of the council was that was a 

separate activity and could possibly still be held. 

 

Vergin discussed a reduced Summer Recreation program.  Staff is prepared to hold groupings of 10 

within the guidelines that have been given.  The need to get kids outside albeit in a safe manner was 

stressed.   It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Schreck to approve going ahead with a Summer 

Recreation program. The following vote was taken: AYES: Olson, Schreck, Collins, Buyck, Evenson. 

NAYES: None. The motion passed. 

 

Rosie Peters was on the call to inquire if they still had permission to use the downtown parking 

lot for a Farmers Market.  Motion was made by Schreck and seconded by Evenson to allow them to have 

a Farmers Market and follow applicable Covid-19 guidelines.  The following vote was taken: AYES: 

Olson, Schreck, Collins, Buyck, Evenson. NAYES: None. The motion passed. 

 

Ann Hippe reviewed a letter she submitted asking to have a “prom grand march” at Roosevelt 

Park on Saturday July 25 while following Covid-19 guidelines that we be in place at that time.  Motion 

was made by Schreck and seconded by Evenson to allow them to use the park as requested.  The 

following vote was taken: AYES: Olson, Schreck, Collins, Buyck, Evenson. NAYES: None. The motion 

passed. 

 

Wolfington reported that today was the first official day that bars and restaurants could being 

serving outdoors.  Ambush Park camping and shelters are also open today with reduced occupancies. 

 

Wolfington presented two demolition proposals from Kennedy Excavating on the former Rob’s 

Motel buildings.  One is less expensive and allows the fire department to perform training activities but 

cleanup takes longer due to the ashes needing to settle for 4-8 weeks. Motion was made by Schreck and 

seconded by Evenson to approve a demo contract allowing fire department training for Rob’s Motel at a 

cost of $41,798 with Kennedy Excavating.  The following vote was taken: AYES: Olson, Schreck, 

Collins, Buyck, Evenson. NAYES: None. The motion passed. 

 

An Appropriation Repayment Agreement of $1,885,000 with the Swift County Benson Hospital 

was presented to the Council.  This agreement allows the use of Xcel Grant dollars to refinance some of 

the Hospital debt at a much lower interest rate of 2%.  Closing will not take place until later in July. 

Monthly repayments of $14,213.30 will begin in September 2020 and continue until February 1, 2033.  

The Agreement has been prepared by Attorney Don Wilcox and has been approved by the Hospital 

Board.  It was moved by Buyck and seconded by Schreck to approve the agreement as presented.  The 

following vote was taken: AYES: Olson, Schreck, Collins, Buyck, Evenson. NAYES: None. The motion 

passed. 

 

Next on the agenda is a grant agreement of up to $1,000,000 with the Swift County Benson 

Hospital for capital outlay purposes to be disbursed as needed over the next year.  It was moved by Buyck 

and seconded by Schreck to approve the grant as presented.  The following vote was taken: AYES: Olson, 

Schreck, Collins, Buyck, Evenson. NAYES: None. The motion passed. 

 

It was moved by Olson and seconded by Evenson to approve a $10,000 invoice to Benson Public 

Schools for Discovery Kids 19-20 school year.  The following vote was taken: AYES: Olson, Schreck, 

Collins, Buyck, Evenson. NAYES: None. The motion passed. 

 

It was moved by Evenson and seconded by Schreck to approve the final pay request to KHC 

Construction, Inc. for the WWTP Filter project in the amount of $7,796.65.  The following vote was 

taken: AYES: Olson, Schreck, Collins, Buyck, Evenson. NAYES: None. The motion passed. 
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It was moved by Olson and seconded by Buyck to approve two invoices from U.S. Water 

Services, Inc. totaling $190,800 for WWTP Filter Equipment.  The following vote was taken: AYES: 

Olson, Schreck, Collins, Buyck, Evenson. NAYES: None. The motion passed. 

 

The City Manager reviewed a letter received from homeowners along East Pacific Avenue 

regarding water drainage.  The new owners of the Sylte land to the South are planning to drain the 

farmland and perhaps there could be an opportunity to extend the tiling to Pacific Avenue for drainage.  

Councilmembers Schreck and Buyck offered to meet with the City Manager and property owners to see if 

a benefit to the City could be realized. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Council upon motion by Evenson, seconded 

by Schreck and carried unanimously to adjourn the Council meeting at 6:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

.      ______________________________________   

 

                     Mayor  

  _______________    

 

City Clerk 



































































































RESOLUTION SETTING 2020 FAMILY POOL PASS FEES 

(RESOLUTION NO. 2020-  ) 

 

WHEREAS, COVID-19 regulations have limited the operation of businesses including 

the Benson Swimming Pool,  

 

AND, WHEREAS  in accordance with  Minnesota Governor Tim Walz Emergency 

Executive Order 20-74 allows outdoor pools to open to the general public in accordance with 

industry guidance, 

 

AND WHEREAS, the Benson Pool will not be open for the full summer season, families 

will not get the full value out of their family pool passes, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that family passes will be reduced only for the 

2020 swimming season as follows: Residential Family Pass will be $108.75, Residential 

Individual Pass will be $78.75, Non-Residential Family Pass will be $135.00 and Individual 

Non-Residential Passes will be $97.50. All other fees will remain the same. 

 












































