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       MINUTES - BENSON CITY COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING 

AUGUST 6, 2018 

 

 The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Collins. Members present: Jack Evenson, 

Terri Collins, Mark Schreck & Lucas Olson. Members Absent: None. Also present: City Manager Rob 

Wolfington, Director of Finance Glen Pederson, Director of Public Works Dan Gens, Police Chief Ian 

Hodge, Jon Buyck, Tad, Susan & Aleah Egenes, Jackie Johnson, Matt Moe, Tyson Cluever and Wendy 

Munsterman. 

 

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mayor Collins asked for any changes or additions to the agenda. Wolfington asked to add a 

memo from Pioneerland Library System.  It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Schreck and carried 

unanimously to approve the amended agenda. 

 

It was moved by Evenson seconded by Olson and carried unanimously to approve the following 

items on the Consent Agenda:  

 

 ▪ July 2, 2018 City Council Minutes 

  ▪ June 18, 2018 EDA Minutes 

  ▪ June 4, 2018 Planning Commission Minutes 

  ▪ March 19, 2018 Park Board Minutes 

  ▪ Pay Equity Compliance Report 

  ▪ Firemen PERA Contribution 

  ▪ Gambling Permit for Fraternal Order of Police Glacial Lakes Lodge 23 – 10/22/2018 

 

The Mayor asked for people with unscheduled business, to which there were none. 

 

The Mayor asked the members of the Humane Society to approach the Council. Munsterman 

discussed their request for financial support for the Humane Society for their annual budget. The Mayor 

complimented the Humane Society volunteers for their work and stated it is the start of budgets for 2019, 

and asked for a dollar amount on a specific item they may need. Schreck asked if they take in animals 

from all of Swift County and if they receive support from Swift County. Wolfington asked if he 

purchased a pet from another city or state and came back to Benson and asked for a voucher for a spay or 

neuter would he get one? She said yes. Cluever stated each person asking has to fill out an application. 

Munsterman stated they only use veterinarians from the County to do work on rescued animals. After 

discussion it was moved by Evenson, seconded by Schreck and carried unanimously to consider the 

$2,000 request for support in the 2019 budget. 

 

Police Chief Hodge and Tad Egenes with Swift County Archers approached the Council to 

discuss possibly developing an archery range on City Property at the west end of Pacific Avenue on the 

north side of the road by the old tree nursery. Hodge said they are not asking for funds only a location. 

They have $1,500 from the Swift County Archers and $1,000 from the Sportsman Club. They would like 

to develop an agreement where the City maintains the grass. The City’s insurance will cover the archery 

range, and the Swift County Archer’s have insurance also. Wolfington said they will have to apply for a 

Conditional Use Permit and this is the first step. He continued they would like to add trees for screening 

along the road. There is a railroad permit that needs to be reviewed. He feels it would be a nice project 

adding another amenity to the town. Hodge said this would give the opportunity for people to practice 

archery safely. Hodge stated there are local and state grants to apply for that could off-set their expenses. 

After discussion, it was moved by Evenson, seconded by Olson and carried unanimously to forward this 

on to the Planning Commission as a Conditional Use Permit. 
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Wolfington made a call to Peggy Harter with Stantec. She explained to the Council about a new 

Federal grant called a CRISI Grant (Consolidated Rail Infrastructure & Safety Improvements) which 

could be a funding opportunity for our past Gusty’s road project. She reviewed all the past potential 

projects as all the railroad crossings in and around Benson. There are options to apply for a 20/80% or a 

50/50% grant. The grant applications will be considered throughout the entire United States. Harter went 

on to say if the Council would like to apply for this grant they need to choose from several funding 

options. She also said it is estimated to cost the City $20,000 for Stantec to apply for the grant. Harter 

went on to say the grants are due by September 17, 2018, and she is attending a webinar on August 8, 

2018 on the CRISI grant. Wolfington suggested this be discussed at the August 16, 2018 Strategic 

Planning Meeting. 

 

Councilmember Evenson offered the following resolution: 

 

A RESOLUTION GRANTING CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS 

A FRANCHISE EXTENSION TO DECEMBER 31, 2018 

(RESOLUTION NO. 2018 -14) 

 

 WHEREAS, on or about July 14, 2003, the City of Benson, Minnesota (“City”) granted a Cable 

Television Franchise Ordinance (“Franchise”) to CC VIII Operating, LLC d/b/a Charter Communications 

(“Charter”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the initial term of the Franchise expired on or about September 18, 2013; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City adopted Resolution No. 2013-14 on August 19, 2013 extending the term of 

the Franchise through and including September 19, 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Charter executed said Resolution No. 2013-14 and agreed to continue complying 

with the Franchise, as amended by the Resolution; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City adopted Resolution No. 2014-13 on September 8, 2014 extending the term 

of the Franchise through and including March 31, 2015; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Charter executed said Resolution No. 2014-13 and agreed to continue complying 

with the Franchise, as amended by the Resolution; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City adopted Resolution No. 2015-04 on March 2, 2015 extending the term of 

the Franchise through and including August 31, 2015; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Charter executed said Resolution No. 2015-04 and agreed to continue complying 

with the Franchise, as amended by the Resolution; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City adopted Resolution No. 2016-06 on February 22, 2016 extending the term 

of the Franchise through and including July 18, 2016; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Charter executed said Resolution No. 2016-06 and agreed to continue complying 

with the Franchise, as amended by the Resolution; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City adopted Resolution No. 2016-18 on July 18, 2016 extending the term of 

the Franchise through and including December 31, 2016; and 
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 WHEREAS, Charter executed said Resolution No. 2016-18 and agreed to continue complying 

with the Franchise, as amended by the Resolution; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City adopted Resolution No. 2016-41 on December 19, 2016 extending the term 

of the Franchise through and including June 30, 2017; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Charter executed said Resolution No. 2016-41 and agreed to continue complying 

with the Franchise, as amended by the Resolution; and  

 WHEREAS, the City adopted Resolution No. 2017-12 on July 10, 2017 extending the term of 

the Franchise through and including December 31, 2017; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Charter executed said Resolution No. 2017-12 and agreed to continue complying 

with the Franchise, as amended by the Resolution; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City adopted Resolution No. 2018-03 on January 2, 2018 extending the term of 

the Franchise through and including June 30, 2018; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Charter executed said Resolution No. 2018-03 and agreed to continue complying 

with the Franchise, as amended by the Resolution; and 

 

 WHEREAS, both the City and Charter desire to extend the term of the Franchise to facilitate 

renewal negotiations under state and federal law. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Benson, Minnesota hereby resolves as 

follows: 

 

1. The Franchise is hereby amended by extending the term of the Franchise from July 1, 

2018 through the date on which Charter’s Franchise is either renewed or until and including 

December 31, 2018. 

 

2. Except as specifically modified hereby, the Franchise shall remain in full force and 

effect. 

 

3. The City and Charter hereby agree that neither waives any rights either may have under 

the Franchise or applicable law. 

 

4. This Resolution shall become effective upon the occurrence of both of the following 

conditions: (1) The Resolution being passed and adopted by the Benson City Council; and (2) 

Charter’s acceptance of this Resolution. 

 

Councilmember Olson seconded the foregoing resolution and the following vote was recorded: 

AYES: Evenson, Schreck, Collins, Olson. NAYES: None. Thereupon the Mayor declared Resolution 

2018-14 duly passed and adopted. 

 

Wolfington discussed the trip he, the Mayor and Evenson took out to San Francisco and Perris, 

California to meet with BrightMark Energy (BME) to see the CRR anaerobic digestion plant and discuss 

the possibility of BME repurposing the Fibrominn Plant. Mayor Collins said she was impressed on how 

well run and clean the plant was. She also stated how there was no smells associated with the plant. 

Councilmember Evenson said the plant was well laid out next to a residential area of town, there was no 

smell and he stated he was very impressed. Wolfington said BME is conducting a 90 day feasibility study 

for their financing. They will need exclusive rights to the sight. Gens asked what the fuel source is and 

Wolfington answered poultry and dairy litter. He also stated the plant is a zero discharge wastewater 

facility. 
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Wolfington presented the order for detachment from the Minnesota Office of Administrative 

Hearings stating it was finished. 

 

Wolfington said he had a request from Dennis Laumeyer, Superintendent of the Benson Schools 

to help with providing 72 tons of ag lime and fencing at the Northside Rec ball fields. There is a group 

rebuilding the fields that are donating their labor. There was a request for 6 loads of lime at a cost of 

$2,500 per load. Wolfington said he and Laumeyer agreed to split the lime loads. After discussion, it was 

moved by Olson, seconded by Evenson and carried unanimously to approve 3 loads of ag lime at $2,500 a 

load and consider the fence cost in the 2019 budget planning. 

 

City Council date changes were next. Wolfington proposed date changes to allow for a strategic 

planning meeting and also allow for some public hearings coming up. The changes are as follows: 

 

Special Meeting – August 16, 2018 – Strategic Planning Session 

August 20, 2018 – Public Hearing for a Nuisance Property – cancelled if owner is in compliance 

August 22, 2018 – Special Council Meeting – Public Hearing for a Conditional Use Permit 

Move September 4, 2018 meeting to September 10, 2018 

Move September 17, 2018 meeting to September 26, 2018 

 

After discussion, it was moved by Evenson, seconded by Olson and carried unanimously to approve the 

City Council meeting dates as presented. 

 

 Wolfington explained U.S. Aquatics was out to visit the pool last week. They looked at several 

issues. They will submit a report by August 16, 2018 to report on the condition of tiles, sealing cracks on 

the pool deck, the water quality and boilers issues. The Park Board recommended to the City Council the 

tiles and boilers be replaced. This will be brought to the Strategic Planning Session. 

 

 There was a request from the Southwest Initiative fund for support in the amount of $2,500. This 

will be considered in the 2019 budget. 

 

 The Council reviewed the 2018 Kid Day report. It was agreed it was a big success and they 

thanked all of the volunteers. 

 

 Next was a request from Pioneerland Library for their 2019 budget. It was agreed it will be 

reviewed with the 2019 budget planning. 

 

The June budget report was reviewed with no noted issues. 

 

The Mayor discussed an email from Lori Ortega with Pioneerland Library System notifying the 

City they have the option to appoint a representative to serve on the interview team for a new librarian for 

the Benson Public Library. This is to fill the position of former librarian Dawn Dailey. It was moved by 

Evenson, seconded by Schreck and carried unanimously to appoint Mayor Collins to the interview team. 

 

It was moved by Evenson, seconded by Schreck and carried unanimously to approve bills and 

warrants in the amount of $461,316.91. 

 

Pederson approached the Council to discuss City Hall security. He presented 4 options. There was 

discussion on the active shooter exercise about a year and a half ago. The Council walked out into the 

hallway by the utility billing office and discussed several options. This issue will be taken up at the 

strategic planning session on August 16, 2018. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Council upon motion by Schreck, seconded 

by Evenson and carried unanimously to adjourn the Council meeting at 7:01 p.m. 
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.      ______________________________________   

                  Mayor  

 

      

City Clerk 


